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Elvis ReJoyces: "I beat the IRS!!!"
by Maria L. Germani
Editor-in-Chi.ef
Last week, a federal judge in Houston
awarded $10.9 million to Elvis, the King of
Rock and Roll, in a case against the
Internal Revenue Service. The award is
the culmination of a suit brought by The
King ten years ago claiming the IRS de
stroyed his career when it issued a press
release about his purported death by drug
overdose.
Elvis' claim stems from a plea bargain
he made with federal authorities two years
earlier which settled a $6,000 tax evasion
case. A federal prosecutor promised to
keep the plea bargain secret, but the IRS
reneged on its promise and disclosed
Elvis' tax evasion and plea bargain to the
public.
The same press release erroneously
trumpeted "EL VIS IS DEAD" which, Elvis
alleged, effectively ended his career. "I
couldn't get a gig anywhere, Baby," testi
fied Elvis at trial. "My agent would spend
hours on the phone with promoters-to no
avail. All I could get were jailhouse rock
concerts, Baby."
Reached at Graceland, in a telephone
conversation The King expressed his
thanks to the American public for being

vociferous about their encounters with
him. Witnesses testifying on Elvis' behalf
gave detailed accounts of their citings of
The King at such unlikely places as a
Fayva shoe store in Tennessee, as well
as a Super 8 Motel. On direct examination

adnitted by the court was his personal col
lection of over 4,000,000 dippngs of reports
of EMs encounters since the IRS issued the
'press release, gathered from nationally rec
ognized publications like The Globe and The

National Enq.Jirer.

The King and his attorney, Kenneth Joyce outside the Federal Courthouse in Houston.
The King oonfirmed these citings; "Yes, that
was me, Baby. Fayva carries the best blue
suede shoes, and I distinctly remerTt>er
staying at the Super 8 Motel, because there
were no vacancies at the Heartbreak Hotel,
Baby." Additional evidence of EMs' existence

The King also expressed his apprecia
tion and thanks to his attorney Ken Joyce.
Ken Joyce, a professor here at the State
University of New York at Buffalo School
of Law, represented Elvis from the incep
tion of the law suit. Filed back in 1980,one

year after the IRS issued the press re
lease, the life of the law suit was curi
ously and inexplicably influenced by
American pop culture. Prof. Joyce real
ized this phenomenon and planned his
strategy accordingly. While the news
clippings and testimonies of fans at trial
were persuasive, the proliferation of EMs
·clones since the report of his alleged
death called for evidence that could not
be controverted. 'We did the right dance,"
commented Prof. Joyce. "I recom
mended to my clientthat he stick with the
pelvic gyrations that made him famous .
Disco was pretty much dead by the time
we filed the case, so it never posed a
problem. But that lambada outbreak a
little over a year ago almost did us in."
Prof. Joyce's strategy was successful:
the award is one of the highest that the
IRS has ever had to pay, and is partly tax
free as well.
Officials at the Internal Revenue Ser
vice declined to comment on the judg
ment, but a federal government em
ployee who worked closely on the case
and wished to remain anonymous, re
vealed the agency's disappointment in
the outcome. The IRS agent com
mented, "He ain't nothin' but a hound
dog."

Law Professor Arrested-Suspected Head of Kiddie Crime Ring
by Micky Gorillawitz
Staff Reporter
The FBI has arrested UB law
professor Charles Ewing on charges that
he is the secret mastermind behind an
interna~ional network of child pickpock
ets. Professor Ewing, who teaches
criminal law at UB, is the author of Kid.s.
Who Kill. Kids Who Kill Too Much. Kid.s.
Who Kill Too Much and the Kids Who Kill
Ihe.m, and Kids Who Kill the Kids Who
Kill the Kids Who Kill Too Much . He was
working on the screenplay for the sequel
to the hit movie "Kindergarten Kop" at the
time of his arrest.
According to FBI Special Agent
Dale Cooper, Ewing ran his vast criminal
empire from a secluded office on the
seventh floor of O'Brian Hall on the UB
North Campus. School officials testified
that they had offered Ewing a spacious
office on the fifth floor of the law school,
adjacent to many other professors' of
fices, but Ewing had requested the sev
enth floor office. "He said it reminded him
of. the mountains in which he grew up,"
said an official who wished to remain
anonymous. The FBI now believes that
Ewing chose the seventh, and upper
most, floor of the law school so that he
would be better able to service the radar
dish and satellite system he had secretly
installed on the building's roof.
The FBI described a vast con
spiracy in which Professor Ewing com
manded a system of "lieutenants" around
the world. Apparently, the "lieutenants"
went by a variety of aliases, including
Dirt, Slime , Crud, Earwax , Scum and
Filth . Interpol agents who were investi
gating the crime ring intercepted mes
sages from Dirt to a mysterious "O" in
Buffalo . The FBI first suspected Ewing
when it obtained copies of his final exams :

"The supposedly fictitious scenarios in
his exams bore a striking resemblance to
actual criminal events overseas," said
Agent Cooper.
Under Ewing's direction , the
"lieutenants" were instructed to entice
homeless waifs with promises of candy.
Once under their control, the children
were instructed in a variety of pickpocket
techniques. Agent Cooper described
one such technique: "The first child
would approach an old man with a very
long beard, grab him by the beard, and
run around in a circle. While the man was
distracted, a second child would approach
him and pick his pockets, then both of the
children would run off." The children hid
the stolen items beneath their stovepipe
hats and in the pockets of their nickers
until such time as the items could be
conveyed to Ewing. When police raided
Ewing's home early yesterday morning,
they found a vast cache of pocketwatches,
silk handkerchiefs, and snuff boxes.
While the evidence is still cir
cumstantial, it is believed that Professor

Notorious criminal mastermind Charles Ewing being subdued by the police.
Ewing was also involved in the criminal
activities of the "Different Strokes" gang
in Hollywood, and was planning to infil-

trate the cast of "Doogie Howser" at the
time of his arrest.

USC Changes School
Mascot to Weasel
by Maria Schmit
In honor of their new University
President, Steven Sample, the University
of Southern California has changed the
University · mascot to a weasel. The
student body voted unanimously on the
new mascot . The USC student president
stated : "The voting response was just

overwhelming." Leaders of the "Weasel
Campaign" claim the idea was original;
however, the UB National Lawyer's Guild
is claiming USC stole the idea from the
Law School Anthem entitled "Steven
Sample is a Weasel ," which describes
Sample as a bigot and criticizes him for
allowing employers who discriminate to
recruit on campus. "Why don't they think
of another name . If they like the idea of

a small carnivorous mammal with eva
sive skills , there are others to choose
from," voicedanangryGuilder. TheNLG
is looking into copyright infringement and
said legal action is being seriously con
sidered . At the same time , however,
David Lynch is claiming that the new
mascot was copied from Twin Peaks'
"Save the Pine Weasel" Campaign
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Schlegel? Follows Dean to Vermont

..
(

I

.. ,

·'

-~
•'.

:.--.-•·'::

((

Dean Dave takes abreak frem playing chicken with John Henry Schlegel? in order to work
on his tan. Our intrepid photographer snapped this one just as old Mr. Wind caught Dave's
hat. The Dean says, "It's miles to the nearest convenience store out here, so I've taken to
smoking corn silk. With all the hard work and fresh air, I've managed to cut down to a row
of corn a day." Although we travelled a long way to see him, our interview was cut short
when it was time for Dave and John to slop the Greiners.

"After I found out contracts was dead I asked the Dean where he was headed. When he
said 'Vermont', I just packed up my bags and we hitch-hiked up here together. I love it. I
always wanted to lead a flock and these little guys do just about everything I tell them. I've
only had to report two to the character and fitness committee since I got here."

Lawsuit Filed Against City & State Officials
by Gary Ketcham

City and State officials are reeling to
day from a series of massive lawsuits
filed yesterday in New York State Su
preme Court. The complaints, filed by an
Amherst groundhog family, alleges forty
seven acts of invasion of privacy, and
harrassment. Additional allegations in
clude, libel and fraud, trespass, slander,
nuisance and battery. Mayor Griffin was
specifically named in a separate action,
alleging invasion of privacy and claiming
$17,000 in property damage. The Buf
falo News and the Opinion were also
named in two separate actions for inva
sion of privacy and libel.
The suits caught city authorities by
surprise, but one state official told the
Opinion that she's seen this coming for
some time now. "Every year, about this

time, that same family has threatened to
sue," said Sue Wrongly, the Chief De
fense Counsel for the St.ate. "We figured
this would finally be the year, because it's
been such a peculiar winter," Wrongly
told a flurry of reporters outside the court
house yesterday.
The suits total more than $4 million in
claims and could get much higher ac
cording to Alan Freeman, the attorney

representing the Amherst family. "Every
year they're subjected to the same abuses
... people just come traipsing into their
home, waking them up at an ungodly
hour. asking questions about the weather,
tracking mud all over their house, and
they just decided that they were fed up
with it," Freeman told one reporter. The
family could not be reached for com
ment, but a telephone recording informed
callers that they would not be available
for comments until late spring.
According to a Parks Department offi-
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Bake sales for improved m~ttory hardware always ocutinory detight.

95.

Spiffy suils worn at debates provide fashion role models.

9.

Norbert's ortides alwuys help swell the ranks of the progrfflive groups.

cial, the action against Mayor Griffin stems
from an incident about a year and a haH
ago in which Griffin is alleged to have
buriedaboatmotorsixfeetintheground,
accidentally tearing out three bedrooms
and a bathroom in the Amherst family's
home.
The suit against the Buffalo News alleges that on four occasions between
February first and fifth, news reporters
broke into their home, rifled through their
offices and absconded with unspecified
documents. Two days later, an article
appeared in the evening edition that attributedcertainweatherprognostications
to the groundhog family ... statements
which the family claims they never made.
Freemanshowedreportersexcerptsfrom
the Amherst family's official written
statement, which they made prior to their
return to seclusion. "We're tired of being
molested and misrepresented every year,
just so some fool can fantasize about the
sun-baked summer months," the statement read. "Look around. How many
groundhog weathermen or meteorolo-

ATale of rWOTIPupptes

8.5.

large bodies make them easy to spot and ovoid.

by Srikant Ramaswami

8.

lave kening to HI tel about his experiences os "the understudy• for Kathleen Bates in Misery.

75.

Federalist PaPffi bring olittle bit of Dartmouth to Ruffolo.

7.

Gves Hons a place to sit down ofter he hos hod one of his •spells."

65.

Andrew's interest in the fl'8S811Ct of my penis makes me feel less alone in the world.

6.

It's fun trying to guess which one Bush wiH appoint to the Federal Judidory immediately upon graduation.

S5.

It's fun trying to figure out which one will end up randomly sniping pedestrians with ahigh-powered rifle.

s.

logical flow of their arguments etiminates need for expensive mind-i!ltering drugs.

4.S.

They're dogmatic about their dogma.

4.

Help buttress evolutionary theory that humans evolved from opes.

3.S.

Seeing such otight-knit group of vibrant young vmi1e moles olwuys makes our thoughts turn to springtime.

3.

Brion's letters to this paper provide incentive to get off the con and proceed with day's business.

2.5.

Belief that lehists octuolly use term "politically correct" in oserious manner olwuys good for ochuckle.

2.

Lawsuits, lawsuits, lawsuits!

1.5.

If you weor mirrored sunglasses and look into group mascot Drew's eyes, you'll see infinity.

l.

Love the bizarre outftts they wear on Goy Jeons Doy.

Wagon Hound and Pawlsgraf
were good puppies. But their methods of
thinking were slightly barkworthy. Wagon
Hound was not very direct or indirect with
the other puppies in the neighborhood.
She was sometimes like a billiard ball,
bouncing around to Pawlemis' house
and then on to some others, in the hopes
of forming an uninterrupted chain of
puppies. But Barkoo, the grumpy dog
that lived in the neighborhood did not
want this to come about. You see, Barkoo
had a real identity crisis because she
was neither a pup nor a grown up dog.
Sowantingto disrupt the uniform chain of
events, Barkoo decided to label herself a
supervening cause. This annoyed the
puppies in the neighborhood who felt
that if something were to go wrong,
Barkoo would be responsible because
she had disrupted the chain of normalcy.
But this was shortlived because before
long, Barkoo gave birth to a beautiful
puppy. Wanting this puppy to take after
Wago'n Hound, Barkoo decided to call
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gists have you ever seen. None. That's
becausewe'vebeenusedasscapegoats.
The press falsely attributes predictions
to us, they fail to materilize, and we get
blamed for incompetence, "the statement
concluded. According to the statement,
more than 14 groundhog meteorologists
have lost their jobs in the last four years,
state wide, due to inaccurate predictions
falsely attributed to them by the press. A
Buffalo News spokesman admitted there
hadbeensomecommunicationproblems
in the past, but insisted that reporters try
to 'dig up' all the facts before a story goes
to press. The groundhog family said,
''that's the whole problem. Their doing all
their 'diggin' on our property."
According to Wrongly, the state will
argue that the groundhogs have no
standing to sue, and the government is
beyond reach due to state immunity pro
visions. Furthermore, she said, they (the
groundhogs) are illegal aliens who never
registered at the immigration office, nor
have they paid taxes since 1980 when
Bucky Digger (listed as head of house-

her baby Wagon Hound 2. Wagon Hound
2 was a rebel and unlike the person for
whom she was named, believed that
instead of forming this uninterrupted
chain, it was important to have one or two
friends like Pawlemis.
Pawlsgraf, a hound of impressive
intellectual capacities, sensed this for he
was an expert in forseeability. But like
Wagon Hound 1, Pawlsgraf believed in
limiting the number of puppies he wanted
to assooiate with. So Pawlsgraf and
Wagon Hound 2 had a falling out.
Today, Pawlsgraf, Barkoo,
Wagon Hound 1 and 2, have gathered to
assess the proximate cause of this hos
tility. They attacked Muttsoo, the town
counsel, for advice. Muttsoo, realizing
this was a proximate cause problem did
what any wise lawyer would do. He
wished them luck in their endeavors.

GIVE UP
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ScissorHans Slashes Student Groups
Formerly an exile in his own land, Edward ScissorHans has become the man to
whom special interest groups must appeal matters offunding during the presentfiscal
crisis. Through a strange twist of fate, a twist some insist was provided by the ghost
of Marquis de Sade possessing Dean Filvaroff, ScissorHans will wield unfettered
power in the dispersion of public funds.
Contacted in his newly reinforced office somewhere in the bowels of O'Brian Hall
Mr. ScissorHans openly discussed the problems of quota, affirmative action and his
plans for the future . "I have been following studentgroupfundingforquite sometime.
The Dean has given me a mandate, certainly one representative of influential white
males, to exercise that ability which comes naturally ot me . To whit, the circumspection
indispensable to piercing the veil of that unholy rubric known as special interest. "
Wearing his new mantle with aplomb Mr. ScissorHans briefly interrupted the
interview to handle momentous administrative duties including the eviction of each
student group from their respective offices of O'Brian Hall. "Their aims are redundant
- helping the poor and oppressed . This is an austerity budget, meaning somebody
has to be living on the edge of poverty in order for the budget to work. Wanting to help
those who are needy defeats the grand scheme of an austerity budget. What are
these people thinking? Besides, I can rule with impunity ."
Given the nature of groups in the law school with their penchant for petty in-fighting
and finger pointing it is a breath of fresh air to have Mr. ScissorHans available for a
final solution . In a statement given on assurance of anonymity Mr. James Monroe
said "never before has there been a mechanism as clear cut and forward a'!; Mr.
ScissorHans. Except, maybe the guillotine."

The Deadline
for the next issue
of

THE ONION
is February 31 , 1992
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Greiner Named President of UB

Newly appointed University of Buffalo President William Greiner shown here making
the deal for his appointment as president of the University. Students, faculty and staff
can rest assured that the same Incestuous power relationships will remain In place
throughout the university and that students will be the lowest In the pecking order In
any decision making process.

-c..

Professor broadens symbolic representation
Associate Dean and Professor of Law John Henry Schlegel! has decided to_show
his varying moods by changing the symbol at the end of his name. Secretly
experimenting with this step for years, Schlegel! has finally emerged from his closet
to share the liberating experience of adding a punctuation mark to the end of one's
name.
I asked him why he did it.
"You can't imagine the power you have by adding one simple stroke of a pen. And
don't shout my name. The exclamation point is silent," he responded.
His first move was to try the@ sign but it reminded him too much of butchered flesh,
a vision he is very familiar with but would rather not equate with his own name. "You
see so many signs like 'chopped liver' @ 1.99 per pound' that to put it on the end of
your own name really is tacky."
The second symbol that failed was the © but he was immediately warned off that
by legal minds familiar with contract law. "They said that it only followed recognizable
names of substance. I really don't understand the whole process ."
The£ symbol was felt to be to suggestive of innuendo and violence while the Awas
too close a measurement of his compassion to be added to the end of his name . "I
do send out bills signed Schlegel$, with the second notice getting a Schlegel$!. The
third notice is Schlegel#$$!!*0!"
Showing remarkable flexibility Schlegel!, as he is known to his.friends, as "man of
infinite simple power." Perhaps they meant 'symbolic' but they disappeared before
the Ouija board could conjure them again.
In the future Schlegel! hopes to add a~ to the end of his name to show a reaching
out the ethnic groups out there. Inside sources say that the Japanese will eventually
win out and the future signature is Schlegel¥. Whether he will stay bought is another
matter.
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Holy Cow! School Prayer Comes _to UB.!
by Maria Schmit
A number of students in Pro
fessor Wade Newhouse·s Law and
Public Education Seminar are voicing
concerns regarding the mandatory
prayer and pledge at the beginning of
each class. It all started a few years
back when Professor Newhouse led his
class in a moment of silence . This
moment of silence is now preceded by a
short prayer that mentions "our creator."
The pledge, however, was not added to
his opening ceremonies until this se
mester. Asked why the pledge was
added, Professor Newhouse, in his
South Buffalo accent, exclaimed: "You
know, to show support for the.war and
our boys. It's patriotic." When asked if
he also supported the women in the
Gulf, Newhouse stated: "Oh okay, and
the gals too, but their place is at home
with the kids."
Some students are outraged
that this is allowed to take place in a
state university. Tara Flynn has con
tinuously objected. "This is ridiculous ,
it's a public university. I'm insulted each
and every time that I am forced to com
ply," Ms. Flynn stated. She has asked
permission to be excused from the room
during this time, but Professor Newhouse

has flatly refused. Other students have
voiced similar concerns . Another stu
dent, who asked not be identified, is
offended by being told what to do; and is
also upset 'that the prayer and pledge
extend the length of the seminar. The
Wednesday seminar which starts at 7
p. m. is supposed to get out by 9 :30 p. m.,
but because of the opening services,
the students are often not dismissed
until 10:15 p.m. "It's the longest seminar
I ever attended," alleged an unidentified
student.
Not everyone, however, objects
to prayer and the pledge in the class
room. John Licata supports Professor
Newhouse. "I like it. It's the return to
good American v..alues," Licata ex
pressed. Mr. Lica1a is forming a group,
with the help of the Federalists, to ad
vocate a mandatory pledge before each
class. "Eventually we would like to have
loudspeakers installed in all the class
rooms, and the Dean would say the
pledge over the loudspeaker," Licata
added with a burst of enthusiasm. Stu
dents for Constitutional Concerns have
expressed opposition to such a plan.
When asked how he got the
idea for the prayer and the pledge,
Professor Newhouse stated: "I guess it
all started when I was teaching at a
Jesuit law school." He added: "Now I'm

Loyal Newhouse follower submitting to Professor's rltual of praying to the flag.
at a public university, but I teach Educa
tion Law. The purpose of education is to
instill good values in students. As far as
I am concerned this iswhat education is
all about. I have to teach that group of
agnostics something." In response to
being asked whether this mandatory

prayer and pledge were constitutional,
Newhouse stated: "I have tenure. "I'll
do as I please." In closing, the noted
professor of Constitutional Law stated
bluntly: "As far as I am concerned,
students shed their constitutional rights
at the school door."

McPhersonAnnounces Fashion Line
Darryl McPherson, long known as the
Man in Black on SUNY-Buffalo campus,
announced the launching of his own
clothing line to coincide with the UB Law
commencement ceremonies . Using the
collection of students, professors, ad
ministrators and famillies as a natural
paparazzi jamboree Darryl expressed
the hope that his contribution to the
fashion world will receive the recognition
it deserves. The reason for the use of
a graduation event as a vehicle for his
fashion show was explained by Darryl
as the most "obvious collection of mono
chromatic outfits since the Johnny Cash
meets Roy Orbison sing along."
In a short statement Darryl outlined
the goals of his new project. "He has a
vision of a single pigment clothing world.
Where people don't have to worry about
changing clothing between work, formal
functions and funerals. He sees the
pinnacle of the fashion world as being
perpetually prepared for a State funeral
followed by an evening of dancing at the

Icon." (referring to the artsy nightclub
where patrons are devoted to wearing
black) . Speaking in the third person
voice Darryl confused the press who
waited another twenty minutes for the
real Darryl to arrive.
None was forthcoming and Darryl as
serted himself once more. "He is here,
he is speaking to you now." This
statement convinced some reporters that
Darryl was a fundamentalist preacher
.having a religious revelation. Questions
about cheap hotels, misspent funds,
and the phrase "In God we Tryst" were
immediately hurled at the podium.
Security was brought in to quell the
news hungry journalists. However, not
versed in Darryl's rhetoric, the guards
muddled about while Darryl shouted
"protect him, protect him." The debacle
ended in a stampede when it was an
nounced that Steinfeld's Corporation's
class was accepting registrants for the
next ten minutes.

Mr. Darryl McPherson's clothing swath for color coordinating outfits

Groundhogs Continued from page 3
hold) paid 27 cents in taxes. "We're
going to check into their tax records very
carefully. It may turn out that they owe
two to three dollars in back taxes,"
Wrongly told The Opinion in a private
interview . "What with late fees and
penalties. we may be able to confiscate
their entire house."
Freeman would not comment on the
tax allegations until he had time to study
the matter, but he told one reporter, "The
sate·s just trying to anthromorphize this
case so they can retaliate against this
family. The fact is," Freeman said, '1hey
(the state) dug a hole they can 't get out
of and now they're trying to make a
mountain out of a groundhog hill. That's
tunnel vision if you ask me ." Freeman
told the Opinion , "And I'm not going to
take their 'standing' argument lying
down . And the immunity issue is moot
because the records indicate the State
never got its tetanus shots at the required
intervals , as the law mandates . Fur
thermore," Freeman said , "Every dog is
entitled to one bite, and these guys (the

4
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groundhogs) haven't had theirs yet."
Meanwhile, environmental groups are
rallying behind the groundhog commu
nity with protests and legal aid
fundraising. Said one protester:
If the state tries to confiscate their homes,
it is going to cast a long, dark shadow on
the image of this community. Many
generations of groundhogs have lived in
that home, dating back to 1776. Before
that, they helped the Indians cultivate
the land for their crops. In all of those
years, not one incident was ever reported
about a groundhog causing a distur
bance , pillaging food from gardens or
trespassing. They've been good
neighbors and now the city and county
are giving them 'the shaft .'
Spokesmen for the Civil Liberties
Union said "legally , under the Constitu
tion, the city may be able to do whatever
it wants because these little critters have
no legally cognizable rights ." One expert
predicted that the groundhog community
would be lucky if the State did not round

all of them up and stick them in an
internment camp for future use as
medical research subjects, or for ship
ment to a dogfood processing center.
Said one anonymous official, "People
don't like rodents. They are low life
vermen that should be eradicated from
the community." Professor Joyce, a UB
tax law specialist, told the Opinion that
newly enacted New York tax legislation
on default penalties did contain a spe
cial provision which specifically entitles
the State to grind all groundhog tax
evaders into fertilizer upon conviction.
Joyce told one reporter he knew of no
cases where a groundhog was charged
under the statute; "but," he said, '1his
hasn't lowered the conviction rate under
the statute. Due process," Joyce said,
"in the groundhog context, directly refers
to the fertilizer manufacturing 'process ,·
and is so defined in the statute."
Asked to comment on this statute,
Rocky Burrows told one reporter, "We
have never hurt anyone. We are peace 
ful vegetarians who raise families and till

th·e soil. Why can't humans learn to co
exist? Why must they always conquer,
expropriate, 'rape, pillage and plunder,'
the countryside?"
Mayor Griffin bristled when this state
ment was relayed by a reporter. Griffin
said, "Pillage .. . yes; Plunder . . . why of
course; but 'rape?' . . . how crude!"
Griffin told the Opinion, "The thought
that a human ever has or ever would
'rape' a groundhog is totally repugnant,
as well as ludicrous." He stated that he
knew of only ten reports, in the last year,
of human sexual abuse of groundhogs,
"and those were minor molestation cases
... NOT RAPE." Griffin said the ground
hogs' claims were '1ull of holes," while
predicting the claims would be dismissed
with prejudice. Freeman acknowledged
that if the claims were dismissed, with 
out question, it would be with a great
deal of "prejudice ."
The case is slated for trial May 2.
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Zbigniew Closes Distinguished Speaker Series
by Sandra Williams
Business Manager
John B. Licata
Feaures Editor

University of Buffalo's Distinguished
Speaker Series welcomed Zbigniew
Brzezinski on April 11, 1991 at Alumni

Since 1981 he has been with the Center
for Strategic Studies in Washington, D.C.
Mr. Brzezinski spoke on the United
States' victory both in the cold war and
the recent "hotwar"with Iraq. He pointed
out the significance of the victories
demonstrated that "military victory is not
tantamount to political victory and the

Professor Brzezinski addresses Alumni Arena on April 11 ..
Arena. Mr. Brzezinski's resume includes
fo_rmer Nation~! Security Advisor to
President Jimmy Carter. He also served
on the Foreign Intelligence Advisory
Board for the ~eagan Administration.

defeat of Communism is not a victory of
democracy." He stated that even though
the United States emerged victorious
from the forty-five year cold war, Com
munist regimes have not been moving

swiftly for the advancement of democ
racy except for a handful, particularly
Poland .
He added that the victory in the "hot
war" with Iraq did liberate Kuwait but
made Iran the most dominant force in
the Middle East, and left a hostile anti
Aamerican principle . Further, the region
is on its way to being "Lebanonized" in a
web of antagonistic relationships. This
situation will have a detrimental effect
on American foreign policy and will re
quire substantial U.S. financial support.
In the present fiscal crisis it is difficult to
predict the source of funding for such an
endeavor.
The need forfinancial support is mainly
due to the systematic destruction of Iraq
and Kuwait in the pursuit to liberate
Kuwait. He stated that the war was not
only against the Iraqi army but also
against the Iraqi society. Thus, 'ninety
percent of the industrial facilities have
been destroyed. " In addition, seed
supply warehouses were systematically
bombed and the same was done to the
Iraqi water system. All sources of energy
and communication were also system
atically destroyed. An official who re
port.ed on the area after the cease-fire
dec!ared that Iraq, a relatively industri
ally developed nation, was reduced to a
pre-industrialized society where citizens
are basically drinking water from the

same source that operates the sewage
system. The result: the "vulnerable are
dying- the aged , the young and the
poor."
Mr. Brzezinski further added that this
result is a moral aspect of war and one
of the downsides. However, the victory
is that aggression is rebuffed. Moreover,
American power is now again taken
seriously and shows that it won't toler
ate aggression. The Middle East is a
sphere of American influence and no
one else's. The U.S.S.R has been
eliminated as a rival due to the de
struction of its miltary-supported sys
tems . Subsequently, the "hot war" se
cures access to oil for the United States.
He concluded that regarding to the
moral dilemma of the "hot war" the US
should have used proportionality and
restraint. As a result, the US might ·not
be able to deal with the world morally
and this is a significant aspect of US
foreign policy . In addition, the US will
have to pursue redistribution of the
wealth , stability and peace in the
region .and an Ari:ib-lsraeli peace pos
sibility. Finally , the US will have a re
sponsibility to build up the Communist
states economically, a task these states
cannot complete by themselve5

Schlegel Scuttles Research and Writing Program
by Jim Monroe
Photography Editor
The question came up at the town
meeting last month . Would the budget
cuts eliminate the reseach and writing
program? The Dean answered, "No,
the research and writing program will
not be eliminated for budgetary reasons."
Since then the research and writing
program, as we knew it, has been
eliminated. According to the interview
conducted by Darryl McPherson with
Professor Schlegel (which is published
in full in this issue), the T.A.s were
eliminated for fiscal reasons . Professor
Schlegel has devised a new system
whereby first year students will be as
signed to professor "advisors" who will
give them writing assignments as they
see fit. No core curriculum will be used
and the assignments will be discretion
ary:
When McPherson brought the results
of his interview to the students one of the
first questions raised was how th is wou Id
affect our accreditation as a law school.
The Opinion went to the Dean's office
and got a copy of the Court of Appeals
Standard 302 which states :
The law school shall:
(i) offer to all students instruction in
those subjects generally regarded as
the core of the law school curriculum;
(ii) offer to all students at least one
rigorous writing experience;
To many this standard seems so vague
as to be subject to any interpretation
including one that non-mandatory
courses in writing alone would be suffi
cient. Many, however, contend that

even the old system was not "rigorous"
and the new system will be far less
rigorous depending on the specific pro
fessor a student is assigned to .
Nils Olsen, one of the professors in
the old re~earch and writing program
has been quoted as saying that, "Rather
than having a sham program, we should
have no program at all."
Various other faculty have said that
without any specific budgetary allocation,
it is extremely unlikely that any viable
program will exist. According to one
source, that is because faculty time is
ten times more precious than Teaching
Assistant time.
The Opinion visited Dean Filvaroff and
asked if he thought that, within the new
system, any core curriculum would be
developed. He said that this was one of
the issues the committee was still
working on. We asked him if he felt that
professors would take the new program
seriously and if they would be tempted
to use ti rst year student assignments as
private research for pet projects .
The Dean felt that the faculty would.in
fact , do a good job with the program and
that first year law students would be of
very limited value as research assistants .
A memo from Jeff Blum dated May 1,
1990 recently came to our attention re
garding the proposed changes in the
research and writing program. Profes
sor Blum listed the six most important
components of the current TA/inter
active research and writing program and
asserted that very specific skills must be
taught. This memo discussed the dif
ference between legal writing style and
the style that would be impartedfromthe
T.A.s in the English Dept.

Further, Professor Blum stated that it
would require a huge amount of time for
each professor to develop his/her own
standardized sets of R&W materials and
to conduct frequent conferences with
meaningful review of assignments. This
memo concluded that faculty tend to
disdain this kind of work and that to say
all are equally qualified to conduct R&W
is like saying that they're all qualified to
teach tax or contracts.
This memo came to us as part of a
larger packet addressing many serious
issues affecting the reputation of the law
school and UB as a whole. In these
letters is a question addressed to Pro
fessor John Schlegel concerning his
views on the efficacy of replacing the
present R&W program with assigned
professors. His response is "Zippo".
Pressing further, another professor
asked Schlegel what the straight answer
was concerning the value of the pro
posed system. According to the letter
Schlegel responded , "In my words it is
grotesqu~...dreadtur. What can you do
with no loaves and no fishes?"
On condition of anonymity we ques
tioned one of the student members of
the budgetary priorities committee about
Professor Schlegel's approach to re
search and writing in the budgetary
process. The student's response was
that Schlegel completely dominated and
controlled all decisions and that no other
possibilities were ever opened for
scrutiny beyond what professor Schlegel
put on the table.
The student, who has been threat
ened with being reported to the N.Y.S.
Bar Character and Fitness Committee if
he revealed these facts said that Schlegel

lied to him about whether or not it was
possible to eliminate a faculty position.
The student went on to say that, "Tem
porary layoffs of tenured facu lty in bud
getary crises are common. Union con
tracts doh't preclude- this and these
contracts are on the table this month
anyway. The problem may be one that
could have been resolved by natural
attrition".
The Opinion asked Dean Filvaroff the
same question and the Dean said that
tenured professors wfth union contracts
presently in place will be teaching next
year. The Dean stated that the change
in the research and writing program was
contemplated for a few years because
of the anticipated withdrawal of Profes
sors Olsen and Berger. The Dean re
sponded openly to every question posed
to him and finished by promising, "I will
do everything in my power to insure a
meaningful, educational , and well
structured writing program."
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LGLSO-UnityAmongDiveMy:ThelJmian&GaylawStudentsOrganil.ation
by Lenny Cooper

Since its formation in the mid1970s, the Lesbian & Gay Law Students
Organization (LGLSO) has provided a
place for students at the Law School to
meet to discuss and promote lesbian and
gay rights in our society.
Timothy Reinig, who is currently
the LGLSO treasurer, described what he
feels are the group's three main functions.
First and foremost, the LGLSO tries to
create an environment which provides a
support network for gay and lesbian
students to help them cope with the law
school experience. This environment
extends to the classroom where the goal
is to provide a non-heterosexual per
spective on topics such as Criminal,
Constitutional, Trusts & Estates, and
Property law, which is often lacking in
class discussions.
Second, the LGLSO strives,
through its presence, to make people
aware of the substantial minority of les
bian and gay students at the law school.
This goal includes the dismantling of
stereotypes which people have of lesbi
ans and gays.
Finally, the LGLSO functions as
a connection between the law school
and national lesbian and gay organiza
tions like the National Gay and Lesbian
Lawyers Association (NGLLA) . This
function helps to respond to problems
like the law school Career Development
Office's lack of helpfulness to lesbian
and gay students.
The LGLSO's ranks have grown
over the last three years. Reinig, a third
year law student, recounted that when
he first came to Buffalo most of the
members of the L:GlSO were "in the
closet" and refused to participate in the

group's public activities.
"There were only three or four
active members who did the lion's share
of the work. Also, the group was domi
nated by men," said Reinig, who went on
to point out that since then the group's
ranks have swelled to about thirty
members, with a core group of fifteen.
The membership consists of lesbians,
gays, bisexuals, and heterosexuals.
Reinig pointed out that a signifi
cant number of the lesbian and gay
community at the law school does not
participate in the LGLSO because they
are in the closet: "They feel that it is too
much of a risk to affiliate with the group.
Their perception is that open identifica
tion will ruin their careers."
Other lesbian and gay students
are put off by whatthey perceive to be the
radical politics of the group. However,
Reinig is quick to explain that this is not
the reality of the LGLSO.
Both Reinig and the LGLSO
president, Terri Mayo, point out with pride
the fact that although the LGLSO is
composed of a very diverse group of
people, in terms of gender, race, and
political beliefs, they function together
well. Mayo said that "coalition building is
what the LGLSO is all about-and we've
been incredibly successful. " Mayo
pointed out that the group's diversity
translates into a broader social agenda.
Where once the LGLSO's ac
tivities were limited to occasional tabling,
today the group is far more active. Last
year, Ms. Mayo represented the group at
the NGLLA national conference in Atlanta.
Mayo was able to establish many contacts
there and became a member of the
NGLLA's student board of directors.
Additionally, it was at this conference
that Mayo met Paula Ettelbrick, who was
later invited to speak at the law school.

Ettelbrick, one of the prenier
lawyers in the area of gay and lesbian
rights, spoke to a full audience as part of
the Mitchell lecture series. The LGLSO
also filed a complaint this past year
against the school with the Human Rights
Commission for allowing the JAG Corps,
which discriminates against lesbians and
gays, to recruit on campus. The group
also had events for National Coming Out
Day. Upcoming group activities include
a rally to protest the reduced sentence of
Lucky Rodriguez, who killed a gay man,
but received a conviction of burglary in
stead of murder and manslaughter, and
a table presentation to provide informa
tion on the Defense Department's dis
criminatory treatment of lesbians and
gays. Additionally, there are plans for
some Brown Bag Lunches on lesbian

and gay topics.
The LGLSO also interacts with
other student groups. These include
other lesbian and gay student groups,
like the Lesbian Gay Bisexual Alliance
(LGBA) and the Lesbian and Gay
Graduate Group (LGGG), and other law
school groups, like the NLG.
Lookingtowardthefuture, Reinig
said that the group would like to see
changes in the law school's faculty and in
its curriculum. The LGLSO would like to
see the inclusion of lesbian and gay
perspectives in the current curriculum.
There is a desire to see a course in the
growing field of AIDS Law. But aside
from new courses Reinig states: "The
regular law school COUr$1S sh'buld reflect
a mat perspective which includes view-
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Signs of Spring: Professor Blum holds classes outside.

U.B. Federalists Travel to Yale for a National Symposium on the Bill of Rights
by Karl J. Czymmek

On March 1 and 2, four members
of the University of Buffalo Federalist
Society traveled to Yale Law Schoorto
attend a conference entitled "The Bill of
Rights After 200 Years." The symposium
was sponsored by the Federalist Society
for Law and Public Policy Studies which
annually sponsors similar events. The
Federalist Society was founded in 1982
at Yale Law School, also the site of its
first national symposium. Therefore, it
was appropriate that the conference
should return to Yale for its ten year
anniversary. There were over 500 law
students, professors and attorneys
present representing 40 law schools from
across the United States. The impressive
list of panelists included some of the
brightest legal minds from all points on
the political spectrum including: The
Honorable Frank H.- Easterbrook (author
of the dissenting opinion of UAW. v.
Johnson Controls at the seventh circuit
level), Professor Richard Epstein (author
of Cases and Matenals on Torts. which
should ring a bell to those of you in
section 2), Professor Nadine Strossen
(N.Y. Law School Professor and Presi
dent-Elect of the American Civil Liberties
Union), Professor Herman Schwartz
(former U.B. Law Professor and currently
a Contributing EditorofThe Nation), and
Professor Stephen L. Carter (Yale Law
School Professor and author of The Best
Black, and Other Tales which should also
sound familiar to section 2).
.
The Honorable Ralph K. Winter
gave the opening address on Friday
evening which was followed by a lively
panel discussion entitled "Should the Bill
of Rights Fully Protect Fundamental

Freedoms?". A major debate arose be Professor Stephen Carter urged that ju
tween Professors Epstein and Bruce dicial interpretivism has been beneficial
Ackerman where Epstein urged us to to our society but interpretivism can be
consider a return to the Lockner era of carried too far. Professor Lino Graglia, in
"individual rights" while Ackerman con animated fashion, announced thatformer
tended that these "individual rights"were Justice Brennan and Justice Blackmun
swept away during the New Deal era by leap out of bed each morning, run to the
the voting public infavor of "new liberties." window and query loudly "what evils in
Professor Strossen considers civil liberty the world can I cure today?". I wonder if
to be synonymous with fundamental Gragfia supposes Brennan and Blackmun
freedom but unlike Epstein, she would went a little too far?
not give all ten amendments equal weight.
Strossen also commented that she is
often the "token conservative" but at this
cont erence she considered herself to be
the "token liberal."
The second panel addressed
"how effective are bills of rights in pro
by Alisa Gilhooley
tecting freedom and civil liberties?".
Judge Easterbrook and Professor John
Students from across the coun
Baker were both skeptical as to how
try will be participating in an historic Re
effective any bill of rights may be and
productive Freedom Ride this summer.
Judge Easterbrook suggested that free
Using bicycles as a vehicle to spread the
dom rides upon societal demands rather
message of the importance of repro
than a supposedly sovereign document.
ductive rights and health, the young
Panel three considered "The Bill
people will lead rallies, workshops, and
of Rights and governmental structure."
speak-outs in towns between New York
Here Yale Law School Professor Akhil
City and Seattle, Washington. Launched
Amar discussed the idea that most legal
by Students Organizing Students, the
scholars have underestimated the con
4,000-mile, ten-week journey will begin
tinuity between the original Constitution
June 3, 1991.
and the Bill of Rights. Yale Law Professor
"We are cycling because we are
John Langbein complained about the
using our own physical and mental
demise of the criminal jury, an institution
strength to show the nation that we are
carefully protected by the Constitution
determined to ensure our rights," said
and the Bill of Rights. Professor Kate
Andrea Rose Askowitz, project organizer.
Stith of Yale Law School, a former
"We will conquer the physical terrain of
prosecutor, took exception to Langbein's
this country while symbolically conquer
comments to the effect that criminal de
ing its political terrain as well."
fendants elect to plea bargain to avoid
The aim of the Reproductive
sti_ffer penalties sought by prosecutors
Freedom Ride is to educate and mobilize
when a case is brought to trial.
people of all ages on the issue of repro
The final panel discussed "Judi
ductive freedom. The students plan to
cial Interpretation of the Bill of Rights."
extend the abortion debate beyond

The program concluded with a
debate about whether "Congress should
pass legislation overruling the Supreme
Court's recent decision in the 'Peyote
Case' limiting the scope of free exercise
of religion?" Professor Mike McConell
of University of Chicago Law School said
that tt1e Court decided wrongly, and that

CONTINUED ON PG. 11

Biking Cross-Country For Abortion
Rights: The Student Freedom Ride
aoonIon, tying 11,a oroaa range 01 health
and reproductive rights issues. The
agenda includes: safe and legal abor
tion, free to those in need, without restric
tions; accessible pre-natal and post-na
tal care; education about birth control,
AIDS, sex, and sexuality; minors' rights
to abortion and birth control; and an end
to violence against women.
"We're organizing the Repro
ductive Freedom Ride because we're
young, energetic, and able to lead in this
leg of the struggle," said Jessica Tollefson,
outreach coordinator. "We have to act
because we are the ones directly affected
by the birth control and abortion restric
tions we face in this country."
More than 1 million teenagers
get pregnant every year. Currently, 80%
of all abortions are obtained by women
between the ages of 15 and 29, but
recent legisla1ion enforced in 15 states
(parent consert and notification laws)
have severely restricted this option for
minors. The Reproductive Freedom
Riders represent the overwhelming
support of young people for abortion

CONTINUED ON PG. 9

Student Bar Association Candidate

lS1Jl1EMEN1S
DAVID CHIEN
WRITE-IN CANDIDATE FOR THE
OFFICE OF SECRETARY
Student government secretaries
seem like nothing but mindless stenog
raphers to all but those who do the job.
To all those who have done it, the work is
more than merely taking down minutes.
The secretary's input and involvement
on student issues is as great as that of
the other executive members. I am David
Chien and I want to be your S.B.A.

make unilateral decisions concerning
budgetary and academic issues. Stu
dents have a right to a direct voice in
matters of law school ct.miculum and
SUNY budgetary appropriations .
A vital role of the S.B.A. is not only
representation but networking. Social
functions have been corlli'liciously absent
and need to be considerea part of the law
school experience. S.B.A. needs to rein
state the regular informal gatherings that
it sponsored in the past. These affairs
allow first years students to escape the
constraints of their section and give ev-

MICHAEL FEELEY
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Secretary.
I have had a great deal of ex
perience as a student leader. I was Vice
President of the Residence Hall Asso
ciation at SUNY Stony Brook, the ad
ministrative body which oversaw the
twenty-six individual residence hall leg
islatures. This position involved hearing
student group requests for money. I
regularly dealt with the student body as
well as campus and SUNY administrators.
In addition , I was highly involved in policy
development, serving on committees
which addressed campus security prob
lems, procured services fort he residence
halls, and balanced the residence hall
budget. As the secretary of the 1990
Room Rate Review Committee, I co
wrote the multi-million dollar budget
proposal for the SUNY Stony Brook
residence halls submitted to SUNY
Central in Albany.
Write in David Chien for S.B.A.
Secretary on April 16-17.

JEFF ERTEL
The S.B .A. must resolve to do whatever
necessary to protect student interests in
the upcoming fiscal crisis, working with
the administrationwheneverfeasible, but
working around them when we have to.
Protecting students' interests means first
detecting students' interests without go
ing to extremes on the basis of misinfor
mation or missing information.
In order to be more reflective of and
responsive to the student body, repre
sentatives should not be empowered to

Hello! My name is Michael
Feeley and I'm running for SBA Vice
President. I have overcome my usual
measure of apathy to place myself on the
ballot. I was prompted to do so by my
frustration with the continuing failure of
law student organizations to win benefits
from the administration and/or provide
services to the student body. Attempting
to bring about social justice in the law
school community and elsewhere is an
important endeavor tor all, but a student
government should do more. The Student
Bar Association should provide services
to ease the lives of all of the law students
at this school. I have several proposals
for additional services that the SBA could
add to make our drab existence at UB

Law School more pleasant.
First, I see no reason why UB
Law School should not have its own Law
School Club (read Pub, Bar, Booze
Trough , etc.) where students can relax
with one another in a recreational setting .
Many other Law Schools have them.
Why not here? Certainly space can be
found in a building this size for a small
bar. Notice how well space is used in the
basement of this school near those at
tractive first-year lockers. Everyone is
over twenty-one and we could limit
membership to law students and faculty .
(O.K. , maybe no faculty .)
Second, the SBA could take the
lead in the Bar Review Co-op movement .
It is surprising that a group which is
supposed to represent all the students
has not made this issue which affects
every student a major issue . I would
have thought that the SBA would have
seized upon this as a way to provide a
service to everyone .
Third , the SBA could write a
regular column in THE OPINION sum
marizing current concerns and their status
in a short list and include a schedule of
events . An organizational agenda for all
student groups could also be coordinated
by the SBA to avoid conflicts.
Fourth, the SBA could coordi-

nate the groups who regularly sell coffee,
bagels and donuts in the morning and
possibly construct a snack bar where the
proceeds would go to student groups on
a franchise basis. A permanent, orga
nized system would be much more effi
cient and profitable than the current one.
Finally, the SBA should try to
organize a book exchange for law stu
dents to place their books for sale in a
flea-market type system where the books
are set out by the SBA with the asking
price and the seller's name attached to
each book. The receipts and money
would be set aside for each sale and
distributed later. Personally, I'm sick of
paying through the nose to the book
store. If another law student gets the
money, at least it'll be spent on a worthy
cause, e.g. beer, avoiding eviction.
I hope that you find at least some
of these proposals of s1:1fficient merit to
earn a vote for me. I'll do my best to see
that they are pursued to the fullest extent
possible. If you 'd like to ask my anything,
just come up and talk to me. Thank you
for your attention. Remember to vote
Michael Feeley for SBA Vice-President.

BRIAN MADRAZO
My name is Brian Madrazo. I am
a second year law student and I am
running for Student Bar Association
President. I ask each and every law
student to vote for me for SBA President
during the elections April 16th and April
17th.
My reasons for running are simple. UB
is our law school and I do not know right
now if I would recommend UB to incom
ing first years. Secrecy on decisions
effecting students and threats to the
students are no longer mere isolated
incidents but part of an emerging pattern.
The only way students can reverse this
trend is to act in unison on the issues that
effect us all. While some may disagree
with me I believe that the SBA can be
such a unifying force. It requires strong
leadership and dedicated people who
are willing to stand up for what they
believe in. I know I have those qualities.
I will fight to pierce the veil of secrecy,
and the mentality that allows these threats
to be accepted as part and parcel of our

SBA an effective and powerful voice for
students.
I have demonstrated leadership during
my almost two years at this school , co
chairing the Buffalo Public Interest Law
Program's annual pledge drive, helping
to create a Pro-Bono Task Force, rep
resenting the second year law students
as a class director on SSA's Board of
Directors. Further, on matters that di
rectly effect all law students I have dem
onstrated a willingness to stand up and
fight for law students' rights.

I have taken a pro-active role during
the current budget crisis, bringing a mo
tiontothefloorofthe SBA to have a Town
Meeting and then organizing that Town
Meeting. Over 160 students came to the
meeting, many, if not most, wishing to
hear the Dean's rationale for the secrecy
and threats to our student representa
tives. As many of you know, secrecy and
threats to students are not new to this law
school. A goal of mine is to pierce this
veil of secrecy by motivating the SBA to
become more actively involved in the
decision making process of this school.
The only way to accomplish this goal is
to create an effective SBA, one that re
sponds to students' needs quickly and
effeciently while at the same time com
manding the respect and more impor
tantly the ear of the administration. Di
rect action on issues that effect students
such as budget cuts, registration, late
grades and bad professors must and will
be taken.
Some of my ideas are as follows:
Standing committees will be created in
the SBA that will be directed to not only
look into the problems mentioned above
but also propose and attempt to imple
ment solutions. For example, there is no
place to go at UB to find out what classes
are worthwhile. One committee will be
charged with the responsibility of creat
ing a small pamphlet on who to take for a
class and who to avoid at all costs. Fur
ther, Class directors should sit SBA of
fice hours like the members of Moot
Court, Law Review, AWLS and other
student groups . The SBA should and will
host at least two events per semester as
well as sponsor speakers and brown bag
lunches directly.
In sum I have fought to end the secrecy
and stop the threats. As President I will
continue that fight and work to make the
SBA an effective voice for the students.
I thank you in advance for your support
on April 16th and April 17th.

DARRYL MCPHERSON
His goals seem simple, but can
be complex. He wants to bring unity,
cohesion, and cooperation between the
Student Bar Association, the student
body, and the administration. It's easier
said than done; a task better left to ide
alists or fools. You're about to meet one.
His name is Darryl McPherson
and he's running for SBA President. He's
not one for confrontation or controversy,
he'll be the first to admit it. He tends to
approach matters calmly and thoughtfully.
Effective communication, he feels, is
established through building constructive
relationships and mutual respect. At this
time, he doesn't see any of the that . The
future of UB Law is at a delicate cross
roads . A healthy rapport with the ad
ministration is essential to protect the
future . Though he doesn't like to fight, he
will if he has to. Don't believe for a
second that he won't.
As a Second Year Director, he
observed the workings of the SBA Office.
His dedication to the office is without
peer. He's tried to be helpful, and has
given assistance in some capacity to
almost every student group. Perhaps
he's naive to believe in concepts such as
honor and duty, and to apply those ideals
to an organization like the SBA, but that's
the kind of person he is.
He strives for fairness and hon
esty in all his endeavors. Without a
doubt, he would bring those qualities to

STATEMENTS CONTINUED ·Gold Group Fonned for Young AIUIIl'l
MCPHERSON CONTINUED

the President's office. He recognizes
that the importance of the office requires
ignoring some personal biases in favor of
what's in the best interest of the law
school as a whole. But he still wishes to
bring some zing to the job. Hopefully, his
amicable personality, quirky sense of
humor, and creative streak will serve to
spark a different, if not new, era in the
governing of the SBA.
He thanks you in advance for
taking the time to read this missive, and
for considering the possibilities. He's
willing to make the journey, but you have
to take the next step. Let speak the vox
populi-vote.

MICHAEL ORTIZ
WRITE-IN CANDIDATE FOR
TREASURER
It is a sad state of affairs when no
one cares enough about the law school
student budget to do something about it.
I do care and can make a difference. My
name is Michael Ortiz and I am running
for treasurer of the S.B.A. as a write-in
candidate.
I have a B.S. in accounting from
N.Y. Institute of Technology as well as
extensive experience in student govern
ment. As President of the Student Gov
ernment Association at NYIT, I oversaw
the administration of a budget of
$100,000 . Under my tenure, I helped
organize blood drives, clothing drives for
the homeless, and helped improve the
library facilities, among other things.
Give me the opportunity to serve
the law school community. Write-in
Michael Ortiz for S.B.A. Treasurer on
election day, April 16-17.

GREG OLMA
I am entering the race for Presi
dent of the Student Bar Association be
cause it seems to me and also to many of
my fellow law students that the SBA has
become all but invisible lately. If I am
elected I intend to pursue an activist
course. That is, I would like to turn the
SBA into a more active organization with
the intent of representing the interests of
the law student.
I see the primary purpose of the
SBA as primarily an advocate for the
needs of this University's law students.
Of course, there are positions to betaken
and statements to issue, but the first
responsibility of the SBA should be to the
students that comprise it.
I will use my experience with not
for-profit corporations as a tool. I have
organized extensively; my experience
runs from serving as a political campaign
manager to helping start a community
organization . I have seen institutional
paralysis before and I have some ideas
on how to shake the lethargy from the

SBA.
On organizations : The SBA can
help provide support for a number of
student associations, as it does now and
should. I support working with the vari
ous student groups to help achieve mu
tually beneficial aims. One thing that I
believe has been a detriment to us as law
students is the amount of ideological

strife over the past few years. I would
take my election as a mandate to try to
end these feuds and attempt to bring
unity to efforts to better our stay at this
law school.
On Social Events: I believe that
the SBA has to organize social events
whether these events are beer blasts,
socials, debates, whatever. We need
more of them to help practice our social
skills. After all an essential part of
lawyering is communicating. I promise
to have more events. I think that SBA has
to encourage communication between
us students. Chances are, there would
be less tension and more unanimity.

on Book and Bar Review coops:
I signed up for the bar review coop, not
only because I may g6t a better deal, but
also because I believe in the concept of
coops. Iwould like to get the SBA started
on establishing a cooperative book store,
perhaps with the help of the Clinic program
at the law school. While I realize that
many of us or even any of us will benefit
from the cheaper books, future students
will and this law school will be a better
place for it. I believe that we have needed
a coop for a long time and and now is the
time.
I am 31 and a resident of the east
side of Buff alo. My undergraduate degree
is in Journalism. I own a 1980 Ford
Stationwagon with 127,000 miles on the
odometer. I plan to pursue a career in
government law. I have two cats, am a
registered Democrat and play softball,
ruabv and soccer.
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KATIE SULLIVAN
My name is Katie Sullivan and I am
running for Student Bar Association Vice
President. My running mate is Jeff Ertel
(for President), and we have several
general goals which will further the in
terests of the law school community.
These include close contact with fellow
students to inform them of the
administration's machinations and to
determine appropriate responses.
Further, we feel that in the present
fiscal situation the S.B.A. mandates a
greater official interaction with faculty
members in the hope that improved
dialogue will generate creative solutions
to the inevitable cutbacks. Specifically,
there must be a disciplined approach to
any Research and Writing program. We
cannot go from the present system to
random assignment of professors who
will be left to their own devices in choosing
an appropriate curriculum. It's not fair to
the professors and it's certainly not fair to
the students.
We are also looking forward to a much
more socially active S.B.A. in the coming
year. Increasing the contact among all
students as well as within the law school
administration and faculty will increase
our ability to discern the best policies to
pursue and these will be my goals next
year.
All year long I heard criticism of what
the S.B.A. was or wasn't doing. I decided
that it wouldn't be right for me just to
criticise if there was any chance that I
could get involved and work for what I
believed should be done . It is for this
reason that I ask you to allow me to
represent you as the vice-president of
S.B.A.

Recognizing the energy, enthusiasm and unique interests of Law School's
newest graduates, the Law Alumni Association has embarked upon an exciting
project-the formation of a GOLD (Graduates of the Last Decade) Group. This
· organization will address the needs of the Law School's most recent graduates,
approximately 2,750 strong.
Realizing that students are future alumni, the steering committee of the
GOLD GROUP would greatly appreciate any suggestions about how the GOLD
GROUP might interact with students. Students are asked to direct their ideas to
Edward J. Markarian at Hawthorne, Markarian, Siegel, Manz & Burns, 3080 Dela
ware Ave., Kenmore, NY 14217 or call him at 874-2111 .

Commmcement Review Course Contemplatoo
by Chet Gary
BAR-BAI and Pieper may offer a one week course on how to "think like a graduate."
The taped lectures, as usual, will provide the candidates with black letter knowledge
withheld from them during their three year tour of duty. The tuition will run a mere
$1991 for those who made down payments while still in high school and double for
all others . . (No kickback to the law school.)
The course will inform students on the following topics:

Commencement speaker: Michael F. Dillon, Presiding Justice of the Appellate
Division, Fourth Judicial Department (Distinguished UB Law School graduate, Class
of 1951).
Student Speaker: Mark Schlecter
Music by: Hot Cargo

Bar ~iation Plans Spring
1991 People's Law School
Wills and tru!>ts, an introduction to the court system, and consumer credit
problems are among the topics slated at the Spring 1991 People's Law School.
Sponsored by the Bar Association of Erie County, the five-week public
education program is setfor Wednesdays, May 8 - June 5, from 7 to 9 p.m. at Dae men
College, 4380 Main Street, Amherst.
The program, which explains various aspects of the law in layman's terms ,
is open to all area residents. A non-refundable $20 registration fee includes the
textbook, "Understanding the Law: A Practical Guide for New York Residents,"
handout materials, and all five lectures. Special arrangements may be made for
those unable to pay the fee .
Each session will feature presentations by local attorneys and judges
experienced in the legal areas to be discussed. Certificates of completion will be
given to those who attend all five sessions.
Funding is being provided by the Erie County Bar Foundation and the New
York Bar Foundation.
This spring's program includes : May 8, Introduction to the Court System/
Matrimonial & Family Law, with Tracey A. Bannister, Esq ., as moderator; May 15,
Counseling the Elderly/Wills and Trusts, David R. Pfalzgraf, Esq., moderator; May
22, Money and the Law, including a look at Small Claims Court, consumer credit
problems and bankruptcy, with David G. Jay, Esq. as moderator.
Also, May 29, Criminal Law and Victims· Rights/Landlord-Tenant Relations,
featuring a mock trial and a discussion of landlord-tenant rights, Mark J. Mahoney,
Esq., moderator; and June 5, Buying and Selling Real Estate/Personal Injury and
Insurance, Stuart B. Shapiro, Esq., moderator.
People who wish to register should call the Bar Association at 852-8687 by
Wednesday, May 1. For details, contact Debbie Silverman or Bonnie Kam at 8528687.

PEOPLE'S

SCH~L
Do You
Know Your Rights?
□

Your lawyer and the
Bar Association of Erie
County invite you to learn
more about the law.

May 8-June 5

7:00-9:00 pm (Wednesday
evenings)

1❖1,iHM
Daernen College.
4380 Main Street
Amherst
Registration:

$20.00 fee to cover materials
due by Mayr .

Call 852,8687
for further information

FunJing proviJl'd by thl' Enl' County Bar Foundation
and the New York Bar Foundation .

.

triarchic theory of intelligence.
Many factors such as socioeconomic status (rich people get higher scores
on IQ tests) and cultural bias (the population resembling those whom the test is
normed on perform better) are often ignored by psychometricians, whose predeces
sors once correlated head shape with criminal tendencies .
There is also species bias. A (typically vegetarian) gorilla named Koko, who
signs, was marked wrong for considering a flower edible and a hamburger inedible.
Koko still scored over 90. Since the average American white male scores under 100,
the inevitable conclusion (if you believe IQ tests measure intelligence) is that a smart
female gorilla is almost as intelligent as the average American white male.
Lastly, while IQ tests (like the LSAT) may correlate to some degree with
school performance, there is lli2 correlation with life satisfaction.
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Celebration of Diversity Sponsored by Counseling Center
To the Editor:
Last Spring, "Outreach Services" of the Counseling Center sponsored the first
Celebration of Diversity to be seen here at UB. This six-hour multi-media event was
an innovative and original approach to promoting tolerance and sensitivity to differ
ences among students at UB. This exciting program was based on the philosophy that
differences between and among students help to enrich the campus community and
therefore these differences in gender, race, lifestyle, religious affiliation, sexual
orientation, and ethnicity ought to be valued rather than treated with derision and
contempt.
This yearourprogram, originally scheduled for April 19, has been rescheduled
to coordinate with International Fiesta on May 3rd. Some of the events of the
Celebration of Diversity extend throughout the preceding days-April 30 to May 2nd,
and some have been included as part of the International Fiesta on May 3rd, 1991.
(Note: Spring Fest has been scheduled for Saturday May 4th, making this an all out
week of celebration on the campus!).
The Celebration of Diversity and The International Fiesta will be co-sponsored
by Outreach Services (Counseling Center), undergrad students in the Introductory
Leadership Seminar, Life Workshops (Office of Student Life), and the International
Affairs Council (Student Association) . Call us for more details about the following
scheduled activities:

EDITORIAL
Discretion and disoemment are essential when resolving to follow a course of action, particularly one which we find
unpleasant. While acutely conscious of the oonsiderable step undertaken in this editorial and the weighty matter that it
addresses, there is no argument for avoiding responsibility in lightof recent revelations. This is not an invective motivated
by whim coupled with an eye toward sensationalism.
·
It Is with sincere resolve and distinct awareness of the unique qualification of The Opinion as a voice for the student
body of SUNY Buffalo Law School that this paper requests the resignation of Dean John Henry Schlegel. During the
tenure of Dean Schlegel the!e has been a detrimental change in the administration of the law school, particularly in matters
that directly effect the students.
The students attending SUNY-Buffalo Law School have dedicated considerable time and resources to reach this
point in their education and in retum the law school should provide them with the basic skills necessary to pursue alegal
career. Most students would agree that the quality of the education they are receiving or have received here at UB is
superb. The exceptional dedication and concern of particular professors has no doubt played the rnostoonsiderable role.
For manyof us, our'best" classes are the ones whose professors were outstanding-as both friends outside the classroom
and especially as educators inside the classroom.
It is one thing for aperson following avision of abetter oommunity to lead by example and it is quite another when the
manifestation of that vision goes awry. Dean Schlegers unquestioning adherence to the tenets of Critical Legal Studies
does not necessarilydrown eitherthe students or the faculty ofthis school in amiasma ofuseless rhetoric. Instead, he has
failed to offer students, particularly first year students, fundamental concepts of law-knowledge of which is necessary not
only in a more perfect society-which we wish to attain, but realistically, the imperfect society we are a part of and will
contribute ti. Graduating sludents prepamg for the upcomilg ba.r exam have been particularly vocal in their disappointment
and sense of frustratioin ooncerning their experiences as students of Prof. Schlegel.
tu an administrator, inexplicable and unnecessary veils of secrecy blanket the important issues which arise in the
oommittees he chairs or sits on. The editorial board of The Opinion, as well as the majority of the student body, was
shocked several weeks ago at the threat Dean Schlegel lodged against several first yew sludents serving on the Budgetary
Priorities Committee. Although invited to the subsequent town meeting held specifically to address matters of concern to
the stJdents that ScNegel had generated, Dean ScNegel cid ~ bo4her ti allend and left Dean Avaroff supplying explanations.
There seem ti be no compeing ~ ti wanant Dean Schlegel's oontinued occupation of the position of Associate
Dean and several reasons to request areplacement. The position should and must be occupied by afaculty memberwho
would consider the educational needs and goals of the students above anything else.

Tuesday April 30, Noon-1 p.m.:Live Music featuring "Rising Tide"
(Founders' Plaza)
Wednesday May 1, Noon-2 p.m.:Llve Music In Capen Lobby
Slide display "Graffiti at UB"
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.:Keynote Speaker (TBA), Slee Hall
Thursday May 2, 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.: Campus Speakers
Panel Discussions
Mini-Workshops & Film
Friday May 3, Noon to 10 p.m.: International Fiesta

Staff: Daryl McPherson, Pat Miceli, Lenny Cooper. Nathanial Charny
Contributors:Robin Sardegna, Ron Welner, Srikant Ramaswami, Chet Gary,
Karl J . Czymmek, Alisa Gilhooley, Gary Ketcham
CCopyright 1990. The Opinion. SBA. Any reproduction al materials herein Is slriclly prohbited without the express consent ol the
Ednors. The Opinion is published <Nery IWO weeks during the academic yuear. II is the student newspaper al the State University
ot New York at Buffalo School of Law. SUNYAB Amherst Carrpus. Buffalo. N-York 14260. The views expressed in this paper are
not necessarily those of the Editorial Board or Staff of The Opinion. The Opinion Is a non-proM organization. third-class postage
entered at Buffalo, NY. Editorial policy of The Opinion Is determined collectively by the Editorial Board. The Opinion Is funded by
the SBA from Student Law Fees.
The Op1n1on welcomes leners to the editor but reserves the rlghtto edit for length and libelous content. Leners longer than three typed
double spaced pages w,11 not be acoepted. Please do not put anything you wish printed under our office door. All submissions should
be placed ,n law school mailboxes 677 or 808 by the deadline date. Deadlines for the semester are posted In the mailroom and outside
Thi! Opinion office. 724 o ·Brian.

THE OPINION MAILBOX
What if the Racists are Wrong?
To the Editor:
This letter is written in response to Hans Tirpak's "What if the Racists are
Right?"
First of all, many progressive educators and neurobiologists believe that
intelligence is a lot more complex than IQ scores, which basically verify test taking
ability. Harvard Professor Howard Gardner's theory of multiple intelligences, which
is based upon research in cognitive psychology, brain research studies and cultural
anthropology, is the example. A Yale professor whose name escapes me has a

To date, more than 20 international student groups have agreed to participate in the
International Fiesta. This 10-hour event includes Cultural Displays, Food Tastings,
Improvisational Skits, Fashion Shows, Kite-Flying Exhibitions (daytime and nighttime),
a formal Dinner, and dancing to Live Music featuring bands which include the
Caribbean Extravaganza, the Outer Circle Orchestra, and a Haitian Students' band.
On Wednesday May 1st, we will be featuring a surprise Keynote Speaker
look for flyers announcing this as well as the other activities of the week-long
Celebration of Diversity. Other campus representatives committed to programs on
diversity will be featured on Thursday May 2nd. In keeping with the spirit of celebration,
live music will be featured throughout the event.
We would appreciate the support of all the students, faculty, and staff at UB.
There are over 27,000 students at this University. If each of us attends only on~ activity,
the week will still be a success. We strongly encourage the faculty and staff to b~come
involved. Let's put UB on the map with a splendid show of support for this event which
we hope to sponsor annually. Buttons and T-shirts promoting this program will be on
sale before and during the event. Your support in these purchases will also be
appreciated and will help defray some of the costs. There is no admission charge for
any of the four days of events.
Finally, I want to highlight the major roles played by students in the organiza
tion and implementation of this program. This is a series of programs on diversity
developed by students for students, with the needs of students in mind. Let's prove
once and for all that there's no such thing as apathy at UB!! We need your support so
call us and GET INVOLVED!! For further information, please contact Dr. Jillian
Ballantyne at 636-2720, or Ms. Zeynet Uluer at 636-2950. We thank you for your
support.
Sincerely,
Jillian Ballantyne, Ph.D.
Coordinator of Outreach Services
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Supreme Court's Ruling on Coel'tUI Conf~ns Bode, mfor Future
by Michael D. Gurwitz
Layout Editor
When Justice William Brennan
left the Supreme Court in 1990, pro
gressive individuals and organizations
around the country feared the worst.
With Brennan on the Court, the legacy of
Earl Warren was safeguarded by a five
to four majority. Together with Justice
Brennan, Justices Marshall, Blackmun,
Stevens, and White heldfastagainstthe
conservative bloc of Justices Rehnquist.
O'Connor, Scalia, and Kennedy. Though
Justice White frequently joined with 1he
conservative justices, he could be
counted on to vote with the Brennan
majority on crucial issues involving per
sonal freedom and rights.
Brennan's departure drastically
changed this equation. President Bush
deftly sidestepped a Bork-like contro
versy by nominating David Souter, a
mysterious, seclusive jurist. Dubbed
the "Stealth Candidate," Souter met little
resistance from Congress and quickly
became President Bush's first appoin
tee on the Supreme Court. Progressives
held their breath and hoped for the best.
Among other things, Justice Souter had
a reputation for favoring the prosecution
in criminal proceedings. The question
was, how would this proclivity play out in
the Supreme Court?

Alas, Justice Souter followed
his habits all too well. In the case of
Arizona v, fulroioame. decided on March
26, 1991, the Supreme Court of the
United States ruled that coerced con
t essions will no longer automatically bar
conviction. Five justices joined in the
majority: Rehnquist, O'Connor, Scalia,
Kennedy, and Souter. Justices White,
Marshall, Blackmun, and Stevens nobly
cast their votes against this heinous
decision; but with Brennan gone, and
the conservative Souter in his place,
they, and the rest of the nation, lost an
important battle in the continuing
struggle for freedom and justice in this
country.
The majority in Arizona held that
the coerced confession of a criminal
defendant may be used as evidence
against that defendant if it constitutes
mere "harmless error," i.e., if the rest of
the evidence at trial was sufficient to
convict the defend ant even without the
confession.
This ruling flies in the face of
rational thought. What could be more
damning to a defendant, more persua
sive for a jury, than to hear a defendant
say : "I did it." How can this be considered
harmless? Once uttered by the defen
dant, how can the jury disregard such
information? How, once struck, can the
bell be unrung? The rest of the evi-

dence may vary in strength, but once in
the jury room, can there be any rea
sonable doubt after hearing the defen
dant say: "I did it."
Opponents of the exclusionary
rule-a "mischievous" rule, according to
the wan Street Journal-delighted in the
decision. Punishing criminals, accord
ing to such conservative thought, should
not be hampered by the mere techni
calities of the fourth and fifth amend
ments. That this view is misguided is
obvious; that patriotic American embrace
it-including, apparently, the conserva
tive members of the Supreme Court-is
shocking.
Justice White was aware of the
terrible implications of the Arjzona de
cision. In a dissenting opinion given
orally in the courtroom, Justice White
said: "Today a majority of the Court,
without any justification, overrules this
vast body of precedent without a word
and in so doing dislodges one of the
fundamental tenets of our criminal jus
tice system.
Which tenet was Justice White
speaking of? The tenet of due process
the principle that whomever becomes
embroiled within the power of the United
States' legal system will be treated with
fundamental fairness. Let there be no
doubt about it: a confession given under
coercion, either by threat of harm, or by

harm itself, is a worm-eaten confession
that irreparably damages a defendant's
opportunity for a fair trial. It is as obnox
ious to our Bill of Rights as a gag on free
expression, or a denial of trial by jury.
The Arizona decision is not just
bad law, it is dangerous law; unfortu
nately, it is not an aberration. The five
justices of the majority are a product of
the Reagan/Bush Administrations.
These administrations have, by word
and deed, shown their contempt for indi
vidual liberty and justice. From drug
testing to abortion to illegally obtained
evidence, the Reagan/Bush Supreme
Court justices have demonstrated that
they are all too willing to follow the
radical right's attack on freedom in this
country.
Justice Brennan left the Court
at a time when this country needed him
most. The remaining four justices are
very old. It is highly likely that President
Bush will replace one, or all, of them.
With each new appointment, the Su
preme Court will take a further, larger
leap into authoritarianism and tyranny.
As law students, we have a special task
before us. It is up to us to continue the
struggle for freedom, justice and the
affirmation of human dignity. Our future,
and the future of our children, depends
on it. We must not fail.

Arab Palestine: Fact or Fiction?
by Ron Welner
The Israeli-Palestinian conflict
over the territories Israel captured dur
ing the 1967 six-day war is unique since
there is no precedent in world history
that after two millennia one people are
returning to their ancient homeland. It is
not the typical world situation of one
powerful country conquering and colo
nizing a distant land inhabited by a na
tive population. Thus, it is important to
understand that any analogy of another
world dispute to this one would be im
proper. The first consideration that must
be examined is what the dispute is about.
Prior to the PLO's 1988 political initiative,
namely the recognition of the state of
Israel, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict was
over the entire land controlled by Israel:
Israel proper and the West Bank and
Gaza. Since no Israeli would agree to
the formation of a Palestinian entity on
the entire land and since the PLO was
the dominant group of the Palestinians,
a peaceful solution to the conflict was
inconceivable. The lntifida changed all
this. The goal of the lntifida was and still
is at a minimum the immediate estab
lishment of a Palestinian state in the
West Bank and Gaza. Chairman Arafat
and other PLO leaders realized that if
they still want to play the leading role of
the Palestinian people they must respond
politically to the wishes of their people.
The PLO's other alternative, the "armed
struggle", was leading them nowhere.
Thus, the conflict centered on the terri
tories that Israel captured during the six
day war and the question is who should
rule them. The conflict over these terri
tories runs so deep that even the name
is in dispute. While the Palestinians call
the territory that Israel captured from
Jordan the West Bank, the Israelis call it
by their ancient Hebrew name, Judea
and Samaria. For the purposes of this
article I will call it by the neutral name
"territories". This paper will analyze the
possible options to the Israeli-Palestin
ian conflict. However, first it is impera
tive to examine the history leading to the

conflict as well as important interna
tional law considerations.
History: Both Israelis and Pal
estinians use history as an argument for
their claim to the territories. The Pales
tinians claim that the territories as well
as proper Israel belong to them by the
virtue of the fact that they were the
majority for hundreds of years prior to
the establishment of the state.of Israel.
However, its historically undisputed that
for about 1500 years the entire land
between the Mediterranean sea and the
Jordan river were part of ancient Israel.
The territories were the most significant
part of ancient Israel. Most Jews lived
there. The destroyed Jewish temple
and the old city are located in what is
now considered east Jerusalem. The
city of Hebron in Judea is the location of
the tombs of the patriarches Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. In about 130 C.E. the
Romans had forcibly removed a large
part of the Jewish population after they
almost completely destroyed Jerusa
lem and set the Jewish Temple on fire.
Moreover, the Romans changed the
name of Israel or Judea, as it was called
then, to Palestine to obliterate the asso
ciation between the people of Israel and
their land. It is important to stress that
even though most Jews were living in
the diaspora since their expulsion by
the Romans there has always been a
Jewish community in what has become
known as Palestine.
The first presence of Arabs in
Palestine occurred in the seventh cen
tury. Thereafter, Palestine was con
quered by many empires. The fact is
that there has never been an indepen
dent Arab state in Palestine. Indeed,
prior to large Jewish immigration (the
late nineteenth century}. much of Pales
tine was largely· barren and sparsely
populated. Most of the Arab population
of Palestine immigrated to Palestine
from other Arab lands during the British
Mandate Period (1918-1945). Dr. Carl
Hermann Voss, Chairman of the Ameri
can
Christian
Palestine
Committee.wrote:
"The Arab Population of Palestine was small and
limited until Jewish resettlement restored the bar-

ren lands and drew to it Arabs from neighboring
countries .. . When organized Jewish colonization
began in 1882, there were fewer than 150,000
Arabs in the land. The great majority of the Arab
population in recent decades were comparative
newcomers-either late immigrants or descen
dants of persons who had immigrated into Pales
tine in the previous seventy years.·

Dr. Voss's assertion is corrobo
rated by the research of Joan Peters, an
American civil rights worker and free
lance writer, who for seven years re
searched the claim that the establish
ment of Israel caused the displacement
of Palestinians who had lived there from
'1ime immemorial." Initially she was
motivated to study the situation by con
cern for the plight of "Palestinian refu
gees." However, she concluded that
that claim was a myth intentionally cre
ated by Arab leaders in their war against
Israel.
In fact, the United Nations
changed the definition of "refugee" from
a person who was forced to leave his
"permanent" or "habitual" home to any
person who had been in Palestine for
'1wo years" prior to 1948 in order to
afford them assistance. Another point to
stress is that prior to the British and
French defeat of the Ottoman Empire,
the Arabs in Palestine did not consider
themselves Palestinians but part of
greater Syria or part of a Pan-Arab na
tion. The Arab historian Philip K. Hitti
stated in 1945: "Palestine does not exist
in history-absolutely not." A former
mayor of East Jerusalem stated: "Pal
estine, Jordan and Syria constituted one
family until the British and French occu
pation in 1918 ... We do not differentiate
between our people." In fact, President
Assad of Syria claims that "Greater Syria"
includes Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and
Palestine.
At the aftermath of the defeat of
the Ottoman Empire, the League of
Nations in 1922 established a British
Mandate for '1he administration of the
territory of Palestine." It instructed the
British to place '1he country under such
political, administrative and economic
conditions as will secure the establish
ment of the Jewish national home." The

British mandate over Palestine included
what is now known as Israel proper, the
territories and Jordan. However, the
British violated the terms of their Man
date. In 1923, they tore 77% of Pales
tine by forming a new entity, Transjordan,
on the east side of the Jordan River.
Thereafter, they sharply restricted
Jewish immigration to what was left of
Palestine while permitting enourmous
numbers of Arabs entry to Palestine.
Even Franklin Roosevelt (who later shut
the door to European Jewish immigra
tion while cognizant of the Nazi holo
caust) wrote, "Frankly, I do not see how
the British government reads into the
original Mandate or into the White Paper
of 1922 any policy that would limit Jewish
immigration." In fact, in 1923, the League
of Nations Permanent Mandate Com
mission protested the 1939 British White
Paper (which sharply limited Jewish
immigration to Palestine) as a violation
of the Mandate. During World War II the
British illegally continued to restrict
Jewish immigration while the Nazis and
their collaborators were slaughtering
European Jewry. In 1947, the United
Nations recommended the partition of
Western Palestine to two states: an
Arab state and a Jewish state. The
Arabs rejected that resolution which
followed by a seven Arab states attack
on the new born Jewish state. There
after, Transjordan occupied the West
Bank and Egypt occupied the Gaza strip.
Transjordan then annexed the West
Bank and renamed itsett Jordan. It is
important to stress that although Jordan
is ruled by a hashemite king, the Pal
estinians are the overwhelming majority
there. Thus, Jordan is a de facto Pal
estinian state. During the almost twenty
years that the territories were under
Arab control, no "Palestinian" state was
advocated or established there. It was
only after the Israelis liberated Judea
and Samaria that the Palestinians ad
vocated a state there (up to recently also
in Israel proper). Therefore, one must
question the true motives of the Pales
tinians and in particular the PL Os.
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Normally I wait a day before reading
the newpaper. By waiting that extra day
the anticipation builds itself into a frenzied
stage and I can read with the nervous
anxiety one should always use when
approaching a newspaper. It also helps
me view the entire tapestry of events as
history and emotionally remove myself
from the trauma of the individuals and
groups covered on the bleeding news
print . That and it's infinitely cheaper to
buy a day old paper from a news sta~d,
or to get it free a day late from t~e dentist
down the hall. But, the other day I din't
feel like waiting for the dentist and I had
a craving for some substantive informa
tion. Why I bought the Buffalo News I'll
never know.
The headlines were the same old
things; fires, lawsuits, famine in the Mid
East, and "Nixon calls for CIA 'hit' on
Saddam." (4/14/91 A-8] The last one
caught my attention like Imelda Marcos
dancing the tango with Bob Barker: it'll
only happen if the Price is Right. I can not
imagine a string of proper nouns instilling
more fear into the fiber of the collective
American conscious than Nixon, CIA and
Saddam. The use of Saddam Hussein's
first name is obviously to keep him from
being confused with another Mid-East
ern ruler that Mr. Nixon may want assas
sinated for the sake of American foreign
policy. I do not question Mr. Nixon's pre
occupation with foreign policy since he's
better liked over there, regardless of
where 'over there· signifies . While the
headline really said it all, I read the article
anyway . It's akin to staring at an auto
accident on the highway - you look
knowing nothing you see is going to sit
well with you .
Ex-President of the United States of
America Richard Milhous Nixon (herein
after Dick), the man who, with a little help
from his paid associates, quadrupled the
number of Americans who falsify infor
mation on their tax returns , suggested
the assassination of Saddam Hussein as
the most effective means of stabilizing
the Mid-East. While the suggestion itself
is ludicrous (since nothing short of com
plete renunciation of the territory by ev
ery human, alive or dead, will provide
stability) the manner used by Dick is
completely inept. I had thought that
sixteen years of exile would help the
Sophist of San Clemente achieve a higher
level of rhetoric. Not so. I quote the man
who gave us "I am not a crook" and made
the phrase "tricky" an insult. "If I could
find a way to get [Saddam Hussein1out of
there , even putting a contract out on him,
if the CIA still did that sort of a thing,
assuming it ever did, I would be for it. "
This guy has a law degree? From Duke
University? What a horrible liar. What an
enlightened foreign policy. Perhaps we
should ask Salvador Allende, Anwar
Sadat or Fidel Castro for a second opin
ion on assassination, the CIA and its
behavior. Sadat would be limited to
assassination as a means of establish
ing stability in the Mid-East. Maybe John
Mitchell could give a legal opinion? Dead
or alive I'm sure his answer wouldn't
change substantially . He'd simply plead
the Fifth .

~
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But then the article shifts gears and
Dick is talking about Boris Yeltsin, Mikail
Gorbachev and the Russian situation.
His keen insight into people provided this
bon mot for Boris Yeltsin - 'he's no
mental lightweight." This endorsement
coming from the man who chose Spiro
A9new (another tax evader tough on
6rime) as his Vice-President, selected
the keen mind of John Mitchell (the man
who split time between the White House
and the Big House) for advice on legal
matters, and put William Rehnquist on
the Supreme Court for the rest of us to
decipher. I'm sure Boris is proud to b6 in
such illustrious company. he must be
bragging to his friends right now. "Hey,
comrades, check out this article. Rich
ard Nixon thinks I'm no mental light
weight!" His pals circle around and pass
a cold bottle of Stolichnaya with alot of
predictions of good things, toasting Boris'
good fortune and each agreeing this is
what wi II solidify Boris' political reputation
in Russia. Gorbachev sends the following
telegram. "Dear Boris <Stop> I'm sure
you 're proud because we all know what
a great judge <Stop> of character Mr.
Nixon is and how devoted he is to <stop>
accurate political statements ."
With an endorsement like that the next
headline in Tass could be "Yeltsin calls
for KGB 'hit' on political assassin."
Dick then says Nancy and Ron were in
control of the White House for eight years.
Yet another outlandish statement .
Michael Deaver and Ed Meese were
there for some time and let's not forget Al
Haig assuring the world that we could all
relax because he was in charge. Since
Haig worked in the White House for Dick
I'm sure it was an unintended oversight
by Dick to say the Reagan's had control
for the whole eight year period . He
actually had the gall to chide the Ameri
can public for wanting to see past the
veneer it had readily accepted while the
Reagans were jointly holding office and
for buying the unauthorized biography by
Kitty Kelley . Unfortunately, for the
American public, most of the documents
authorized by Reagan were shredded in
a weekend warrior's demented frenzy.
The sad state of affairs , of both this
country and this author, don't need to
continually see Dick Nixon paraded
around the media like some rusty threat
to use on other nations. Are we secretly
telling the rest of the world to deal with
our president because you never know
what clown we can select to replace him?
This is global blackmail. At least we
ought to be paid to put him in the media
lineup on a Sunday night.
I tossed the rest of the paper onto the
couch for later reading . I hadn't voted for
Dick but his presence still bothered me
like a pair of wool underwear. Nobody
knows why but you 're damn uncomfort
able. Was the legacy of the silent majority
so strong that Boris Yelstin had to fear for
his political career?
After a roast beef sandwhich and gar
den salad I felt better. In fact , I felt good
enough to promise myself to vote in the
very next elections that came my way . A
painless promise I made to spite that
damn silent majority.
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by Srikant Ramaswami
They beat him repeatedly. Big
wooden clubs that knew no boundaries
went back and forth with Satanic fury .
Somehow, he wanted them to stop. But
they continued to pound away, turning
his body into a battlefield of brutality. He
was on the ground now. But the beatings
continued, as though the pain and hu
miliation that ensued would teach him to
respect the law. And don't tell me you
didn't see it. Don't tell me you didn't see
a black man getting his ass kicked on
national television. Don't tell me you
turned the other cheek while Rodney
King fell victim to the wrath of "l.A.'s
finest."
CNN, CBS, NBC, ABC. I saw it
all, and I was greatly disturbed. For if this
is the ''punishment" one gets for allegedly
speeding, then take away my driver's
license. Takeawaymycartoo,anddon't
let me ever see it again. For I would
rather walk these United States, than be
subjected to the vacuous acts of officers
who run the city streets.
Much has emerged from the
Rodney King controversy. First, there is
the all too familiar issue of racism. Was
this a "black against white" inspired at
tack? Was this an effort to emasculate
King and remind him that the color of his
skin must dictate the content of his
character? Was this an effort to tell Mr.
King that failure to adhere to a 55 mile
limit results in no less than 55 beatings?
And there are other controversies. Must
Darryl Gates retain his job? Is the L.A.
Police Department just one instance of a
common happening? Has the age of
video transformed a coveted illicit activity
into a slate board of visual reality?
Rodney King's fate is inextrica
bly linked to the fate of many police
departments around the United States.
All at once, it appears that King will never

be the same again. His anatomy has
been damaged. Permanently scarred.
And no matter how humane other police
departments might be , they will all be
judged on an L.A. standard from now on.
A lesson to ''warn" people about the
dangers of disobedience has backfired
into a civilian crusade against cruelty.
Today the Rodney King story is
a few weeks old. The police department
is "looking into it." Darryl Gates has
announced a ''ten point plan" to deal with
the situation. Yes, indeed . Once again,
as we've seen before, committees, and
sub-committees will be formed to "get to
the bottom of this." Weeks and months,
perhaps even years will pass until a
solution, if indeed any solution, is found.
The Courts will decide, and re-decide.
But the fact remains that Rodney King
was beaten. That cannot be taken away.
He is badly hurt. And "sorry" just won't
heal the pain.
We all have some idea of what
will happen now. Perhaps the officers in
this incident will be relieved of their du
ties. Perhaps King will win a big settle
ment for all the bruises that were inflicted
upon him. Perhaps the fortunes of Donald
Trump will distract the media's attention.
But I want you to think of the broader
context here . Think of that wooden stick
whacking the living daylights out of Mr.
King. Think of his agony as he writhed in
pain on the streets. Think of how the
beating wouldn't stop. Think of the police
action that psychologically scarred him
for life, reducing him to a "Mr. Nothing."
And ask yourself why this had to happen.
Ask yourself why we treat fellow human
beings with such malice and prejudice.
Ask yourself why the concept of violence
must dictate the potency of some and the
impotency of others. Ask yourself why
the altruistic deeds of Martin Luther King
should be stymied by the acerbic deeds
against Rodney King. Just ask yourself
WHY?

Opinion Mailbox Continued from page 6
Dear Editor,
I participated in the TA work stoppage on Monday in the following ways: .
* I made copies of the flyers so I could hand them out to my Spanish class
when I explained to them why I was not going to teach on the 15th and
16th.
* I spoke up at our departmental meeting
* I was here at 7:30 am on Monday morning
I realize these are rather modest contributions and haven't listed them in order
to brag. I wish to make a point about the tactics used by some of the p~ople pick~ting.
I am strongly considering not participating in the future due to the belhge~ent attitude
of some of my fellow T As and their harassment of people w_ho were trying to ent~r
Clemens. I'm sympathetic to the cause. Imagine the reaction of someone who Is
not.

INSULTS AND CLICHES ARE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE TO GAIN!NG SYM
PATHY AND CONVINCING PEOPLE THAT WE ARE JUSTIFIED IN OUR DE
MANDS,
At the back entrance of Clemens Monday morning we were successful in getting
people to listen to our point of view and sign the petition. Our success was
attributable to our non-combative manner. It just happened that the people who were
stationed there were less confrontational and threatening than those at the other
entrances. The people who walked by us would not have been enlightened by insults
- they would have become even more angry and we would have gained nothing.
I left to work in the library at 11 :00 and in the hall I heard several anecdotes about
how people were intimidated by shouts and even shoves. I dou~t any of these people
will be very supportive of us. I was "interrogated" when I found It necessary to return
to my office for a notebook and I saw others receive the same treatment.
One would expect graduate students to rely on reason and also to be savvy
enough to take into consideration how others will react to our treatment of them.
Many of us were doing neither. We have the right to protest - but we don't have
the right to try and force others to do so . Trying to do so will hurt our cause more than
help it.
.
If it turns out that my only options are either associate myself with a rude , chche
shouting , mob or be taken advantage of by the administration , I'll choose the latter.
Mark Rakestraw

Highlights of the Supreme Court Docket
by Robin Sardegna

[Editor's Note: Part 1of a two-part series.]
During the course of this semes
ter the U.S. Supreme Court has decided
a number of important cases. Each case
represents a major change in at least one
area of the law. One allows a private
cause of action under the Commerce
Clause, another lays out the test under
which a school desegregation order may
be rescinded, still another limits tribal
immunity from taxation of Native-Ameri
cans. The Court also held that the exclu
sion of women with childbearing capacity
from lead-exposed jobs violates Title VII
of the Civil Rights Act, that the Federal
Torts Compensation Act does not apply

to injuries outside the U.S., that the Civil
Rights Act does not apply to U.S. em
ployers employing U.S. citizens abroad,
and that the erroneous admission of
coerced confessions can be harmless
error.
On January 15th, the U.S. Su
preme Court decided Board of Educa
tion of Oklahoma City Public Schools v.
~ - In 1972, a desegregation order
was imposed by a Federal District Court
on the Petitioner Board of Education. In
1977, the District Court found the school
district had achieved "unitary" status and
issued an order terminating the case
pursuant to which the desegregation or
der was issued. The Respondents, a
number of black students, did not ap
peal. In 1984, Petitioner adopted a plan

returning a number of schools to a one
race status for the asserted purpose of
easing busing burdens on black children.
The District Court denied Respondent's
motion to reopen the case, holding its
determination to be res judicata. The
Tenth Circuit reversed, holding that Re
spondent could challenge the plan since
the school was still subject to the deseg
regation order. Dismissal of the case, the
court argued, did not terminate the order.
On remand, the District Court terminated
the injunction, finding desegregation to
be no longer workable and that the school
district had complied in good faith with
the order. The Tenth Circuit again re
versed, holding that the order remained
in effect until the school district can show
"grievous wrong evoked by new and un
foreseen conditions," and that circum
stances had not changed so much as to
justify modification of the 1972 order.
The Supreme Court, agreeing
with the Tenth Circuit, held that Respon
dents may contest the District Court's
dissolution of the 1972 order since the
1977 dismissal, which Respondents did
not appeal, did not dissolve the 1972
d~ree. The Court went on to say that the
District Court was unclear in its terminol
ogy, e.g., "unitary status," and that if a
desegregation order is to be terminated,
parties are entitled to a precise statement
to that effect from the court. The Court
also held, however, that the Circuit Court's
test was too stringent. According to the

LGLSO Continued from page 3
points other than traditional heterosexual
ones."
Reinig would also like to see the
law school hire an openly gay or lesbian
faculty member. However, he feels that
this will be difficult. "The school has a
homophobic reputation . Many other
sct:iools have instituted policies on how
to handle anti-gay action, but our school
has none. Openly lesbian or gay teachers
might be reticent to come to a bad at
mosphere ."
The bad atmosphere of
homophobia is another matter with which
the LGLSO must deal. Vandalism is a
major problem. Posters for LGLSO
sponsored events are regularly torn down.
A blackboard notice for the Paula
Ettelbrick lecture was erased and re
placed by anti-gay slurs. The LGLSO
office door has been defaced several
times. Addressing Public Safety's re
sponse to such acts, Reinig said: "They
give it low priority. They do believe that
it exists, but they feel we are making a lot

of noise over nothing."
The homophobic sentiment on
campus was expressed most forcefully
last semester when a lesbian, who was
out riding a bicycle, was attacked by
several men and beaten brutally. Such
actions are relatively more common at
schools . Reinig ascribes this to the fact
that one of the primary causes of
homophobia is an individuals insecurity
about his/her own sexuality. For this
reason, homophobic sentiment is higher
among younger undergraduate students
than it is among graduate students.
This homophobic atmosphere
also bothers Mayo. She finds a "basic
hypocrisy" in the view of some of the
more politically active students at the law
school: "These students call for First
Amendment freedoms and do nothing to
ensure that people without these free
doms are given the chance. They pay lip
service to speaking out about not being
chilled. Yet no one comes and says
'we'll make sure your poisters don't get

Court, case law and the Equal Protection
Clause demand only that the Board com
ply in good faith from the time of the
order's entry, and that in light of school
operations, the vestiges of past de jure
segregation have been eliminated to the
extent practicable. If the District Court
decides that this test has been met, the
Court said, the order may b erminated.
In the case of Pennis v. Higgins.
decided on February 20th, the Court
heard a case involving 42 U.S.C. 1983
and the Commerce Clause. The Peti
tioner, a common carrier, filed suit in
Nebraska state court claiming certain
taxes imposed by Nebraska on vehicles
registered out of state, but operating in
that state, violated the Commerce Clause,
and that the state department of motor
vehicles was liable to himunder42 U.S.C.
1983. The state court found a violation of
the Commerce Clause but denied
Petitioner's Section 1-983 claim.
The Supreme Court held that
Section 1983 allows private suits for vio
lation of the Commerce Clause. Section
1983, the Court said, speaks of depriva
tions of "any rights, privileges or immuni
ties secured by the Constitution and laws
of the U.S." The Court said that legisla
tive htstory and case law have rejected
attempts to restrict the types of rights
encompassed within that phrase. Ac
cording to the Court, therefore, Section
1983 confers rights, privileges, etc. within
the meaning of Section 1983.

Freedom Ride
Continued from
pa2e 3

ripped down.' They don't try to help
groups who are truly chilled to have their
say. It would be nice if some of these First
Amendment absolutists would join in to rights. According to "American Fresh
make sure that it didn't happen."
man: National Norms for Fall 1990," an
When asked whether she felt annual survey conducted by the Ameri
that the LGLSO had a duty to educate can Council on Education, 79% of first
people who hold homophobic views, year college students believe that abor
¥ayo was adamant: "It's not my job to tion should be legal.
All students interested in partici
educate non-gays. It's to nurture gays
and be part of the lesbian and gay com- pating in the Reproductive Freedom Ride
munity. Straight people have the job to should contact the New York headquar
come to me. It's the same as [the lack of ters of Students Organizing Students. A
a duty of] blacks to educate whites on variety of internship opportunities are
racism. I'm not a. teacher. Living in a available across the country, including
predominantly heterosexual ·society, liv- local site organizers, publicity coordina
ing out of the closet to any degree ~ , tors, and fundraisers.
education. I'm absolutely, fundamentally
Ms. Askowitz is a 1990 graduate
not trying to educate straights. But people of the University of Pennsylvania . Alisa
who say 'I've never met gays'-I don't Gilhooley, the project's media outreach
want that to happen during my life. I do coordinator, is a 1990graduateof Cornell
what I do because it's important for University.
someone to say it."
Advance interviews can be
scheduled by calling Alisa Gilhooley or
Andrea Askowitz at (212) 977-671 O.
•
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Diplomat Lectures on Universality of Human Rights
by Maria Schmit
Managing Editor
On March 19, Dr. Shashi Tharoor of
the United Stations lectured on "The
Universality of Human Rights and their
Relevance to Developing Countries."
Dr. Tharoor's presentation in O'Brian
Hall was part a series of Human Rights
Week evenft.
Dr. Tharoor has worked at the United
Nations for over fourteen years. He
worked for eleven years with the United
Nation's High Commissioner for
Refugeees, three of which he spent
supervising the refugee operation of the
"boat people" in Singapore. Since 1989,
Dr. Tharoorhas been working on peace
keeping with the Special Political Affairs
at the United Nation's New York Head
quarters. A scholar as well as a diplo
mat, Dr. Tharoor is also the author of
Reasons of State. on Indian Foreign
Policy, and The Great Indian Novel.
which was just published this month.
Dr. Tharoor opened his lecture by
introducing the problem of human rights
as a universal in "our pluri-cultural ,
multipolar world ." While there are prob
lems with the idea of any universality
among "very different cultural, economic,
and political realities, " today universality
is often taken for granted. Until the
second world war and the Nazi terrors,
"how societies treated their own people
was largely considered to be their own
business, " stated Tharoor. It was not
until 1949 that the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights was adopted. The
Declaration states that "all human beings
are born free and equal in dignity and
rights ."
Dr. Tharoor laid out nine objections
to the universality of human rights. He
then rebutted these objections . The first
objection is philosophical in nature.
Under this objection, it is argued that

nothing can be universal because 'the
concept of human rights is founded on a
human centered view of the world.
Cultures and societies are very different
and each individual in each society is
unique. In response to this philosophi
cal objection, Mr. Tharoor argued that it
is simple to develop a philosophical
objection to universality. The challenge
to those concerned with human rights is
to find "common denominators."
The second objection to a universality
of human rights asserts thatthe origin of
human right's law is an "essenti~lly
Western concept," which ignores the
realities of the Third World. In responding
to this second objection, Dr. Tharoor
pointed to the fact that developing coun
tries, such as India, Chile , Cuba, and
Lebanon "played an active and high!y
influential part in drafting the Universal
Declaration." The ideas on human rights
that are expresed in the Declaration
came from both developed and devel
oping countries; many developing
countries have recognized human rights
in their own constitutions .
A third objection asserts that
Western foreign policy has led to fears
of intervention in developing countries.
While this may be true, Dr. Tharoor
argued that this is no reason to ignore
human rights. Furthermore , some au
thoritarian leaders of developing coun
tries have cynically used fear of West
ern intervention in order to supress hu
man rights in their countries .
The fourth objection is ideological.
Under this objection, "human rights are
predicated upon an individualistic view
of man as an autonomous being whose
greatest need is to be free from inter
ference by the state. " This objection
follows the Marxist view, which holds
that society is more then the sum of the
individual members. In rebutting the
ideological objection, Dr. Tharoor as
serted that this argument is "premised

on a false opposition between the pri
macy of the individual and the para
mountcy of society." This distinction,
Tharoor saied, "is absurd because many
of the civil and political rights protect
groups while many social and economic
rights protect individuals." Both ideo
logical views must be accepted.
The fifth objection is a cultural argu
ment. In many non Western cultures,
such as Hindu society, duties are con
sidered much more importantthan rights.
Dr. Tharoor responded that culture is
not stagnant; it is evolving in every
society. Human rights violations often
take place under the guise of culture or
tradition, but "culture" cannot excuse
the mistreatment of blacks in South Af
rica, nor excuse the deniai of the right of
women in a developing country to vote
or leave abusive husbands. Culture
need not be an obstacle to human rights.
As Dr. Tharoor asserted: "There is no
doubt that the interplay and interpreta
tion of the globe's culture can only en
rich our comprehension and implemen
tation of human rights."
The sixth objection is an ethnocen
tric argument. According to this argu
ment, human rights reflect "cultural bias."
As an example, Dr. Tharoor suggested
that the "right to a paid vacation (is)
always good for a laugh in the sweat
shops of the developing world." Some
leaders of developing countries assert
that they can not provide such 'rights.'
While developing countries may not be
able to give workers a paid vacation, Dr.
Tharoor argued they can and must
provide human rights. Human rights are
very basic: the rightto life, freedom from
torture, the right "not to be enslaved,
physically assaulted, arbitrarily arrested,
imprisoned or executed." Such rights
transcend cultural boundaries.
There is also a religious argument
against the universality of human rights.
This argument asserts that human rights

can only be acceptable if founded on the
transcendental. For example, under the
Islamic doctrine, one who has commit
ted adultry can be stoned to death. Dr.
Tharoor argued that religion poses no
threat to human rights, yet it is often
used as an excuse for human rights
violations: "Men allow God to be blamed
for their sins." Human rights are com
patible with all faiths, said Dr. Tharoor.
The eighth objection to a universality
of rights is that the entire concept of
human rights is elitist because these
rights are often afforded only to select
segments of the population. Human
rights are void of meaning if they exclude
minorities, aborigines, the poor and the
uneducated. The fact that many indi
viduals in society are denied basic hu
man rights, Dr. Tharoor insisted, does
not render human rights meaningless. It
is easy to say that human rights are
irrelevant because they are not afforded
to all individuals - what is difficult is
acknowledging that individuals are be
ing denied basic rights, and acting ac
cordingly.
The last objection to the universality
of human rights is economical: devel
oping countries can not afford human
rights. Under this argument, restricting
human rights is viewed as the sacrifice
of the few for the many. Dr. Tharoor,
himself a citizen of a developing coun
try, argued that this is simply riot the
case. Not only can developing countries
afford human rights, it is imperative that
they do so. Many developing countries
accept the premii,e of basic human
rights; indeed, human rights were reaf
firmed in the 1986 Declaration on the
Right to Dev elope. Additionally, several
Third World constitutions referto human
rights.
Dr. Tharoor eloquently con
cluded that "Development implies dy
namism; dynamism requires freedom;
freedom can only be guaranteed by
rights."

SASU Esse~tiitl for Defending Stud·ent Interests
by Jim Monroe
Photography Editor

First year law student Scot Fisher said
it best, "Any jackass can kick down a
barn but it takes master carpenters to
build one."
We are now confronted, in this school,
by a herd of jackasses.
Student leaders from five campuses
founded SASU in 1970 because they
were disturbed by increasing costs of
attending SUNY and lack of student
control over policy decisions that con
cerned virtually every aspect of student
life. They realized that the key to suc
cessfully confronting their common
problems was to organize a unified
statewide voice.
SASU is a student membership orga
nization. SASU delegates are elected
by students at member campuses and
these delegates determine SASU policy
and elect a Board of Directors to
implement these policies. SUNY /AB Law
School is in the unique position of hav
ing an automatic seat on the Board of
Directors by being the only graduate
professional school currently a member.
SASU also has four caucuses, the
Womyn's Caucus, the People of Color
Caucus, the Handicapped Students'
Caucus, and the Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual
Caucus. These groups keep tabs on
SUNY policy that can positively and
negatively affect their needs. SASU is a
watchdog and an advocate for these
traditionally disenfranchised groups. I
know I've lost Hans Tirpak's vote at this
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point but I'm hoping that some of the rest
of you will agree that there is cause to be
alarmed when handicapped students
can 't go the restrooms or use the com
puter labs at a state run school.
Currently these caucuses are working
on campaigns to overcome bias on the
campus and pave the way for a multi
cultural university, to pressure lawmak
ers to fully fund the State and City Uni
versities, to create an environment which
is safeforwomento live, work and enjoy
themselves on campus, and to register
students as voters.
The SUNY Board of Trustees can
easily disregard demands placed by
individual campuses. A number of
campuses working independently do not
have the people or resources to eff ec
tively pressure for positive change.
There are a large number of representa
tives in both houses of the legislature in
Albany who continually work with SASU
with regard to SUNY funding. Many of
these have commended SASU on their
work.
SASU has helped overturn proposed
tuition increases every year since 1984.
This year they are fighting to keep the
inevitable increase low. They are fighting
to increase TAP awards and they have
a record of success in doing this over the
past ten years . They are fighting against
unfair, disproportionately levied user
fees .
Some idealogues have criticised
SASU's approach to SUNY funding and
SASU's use of the caucuses. SASU
representatives have shown up at every
S. B.A. meeting to address these peoples

concerns. The main parties who have
attacked SASU at these meetings were
unaware that SUNY money is not based
on tuition . SUNY money comes from
the general state revenues and tuition is
returned to that fund regardless of
amount.
SASU believes that the state must
fulfill its obligation to provide affordable
education to all the people of New York
not just those who ·s parents can pick _up
the tab. Even for people who can afford
to pay there own way SUNY must pro
vide the best education for the least
financiarburden. Tax revenues collected
by the state can serve no better purpose
than to educate and prepare its citizens
for a high quality and fulfilling life.
The people who attack SASU so vo
ciferously have not offered one minute
of theirtirne to effect any positive changes
within SASU. They've had the oppor
tunity (in fact they've been invited to), to
shape SASU policy as a member of the
Board of Directors. They declined and
instead opted for idealogically based
attacks. SASU has responded regularly
to all their concerns.
They also say that SASU is ineffective
and then, when looking at fee increases,
they criticise SASU for keeping tuition
down. It can't be both ways - if SASU is
ineffective it can't be responsible for
keeping tuition down.
Some have said that SASU hasn't
done enough to help S.B.A. with the
concerns raised at the town meeting.
SASU has, in fact , done a lot of inves
tigating, networking, and advising on
these·issues. As I stated earlier, they've

attended every single S.B.A. meeting
and offered plenty of help and plenty of
facts . The anti-SASU forces are not
satisfied and they give vague reasons
like, "I.don't think they were there when
we needed them."
When pressed no one can really say
what they wanted SASU to do. SASU
provides the school with an organizer. It
is the responsibility of the S.B.A. to
figure out what they want the organizer
to do. It is not the responsiblity of the
organizer to create issues and answers
and generate student interest in these
homespun creations. So far Ardishir,
the SASU organizer and Glenn, the Vice
President of SASU have responded
quickly to our every request and demand.
They have put in their time to answer our
questions and help organize whatever
we have asked them to.
Let's not kick do:vvn the barn on the
basis of vague assertions of incompe
tence. If SASU needs structural revision
or new vision let's get a good law school
rep on the Board and let her do our
bidding.
SASU is an essential element in de
fending the interests of all SUNY stu
dents. 370,000 people speaking their
minds are only a cachophony. If we are
organized and unified we will be heard.
Last year the law school voted 144 to 30
to fund SASU for three years at $2.00
per student per semester. This year, the
S.B.A. in its infinite wisdom has decided
to rescind that vote and see how pow
erful the jackasses are.

I

What:
When:
Where:
Lowdown:

SBA Elections
Tuesday and Wednesday April 16, 17
In front of the law library
Vote for Greg Olma

What:
When:
Where:
Lowdown:

Commencment Ticket Deadline
Monday, April 15, 1991
Marie, Room 306B
This was your last chance to get tickets
to see your longtime buddies. Now you' 11
have to visit the scalper.

Who:
When:
Where:
Lowdown:

Ralph Nader
Tuesday, April 16, 1991 at 5:00 pm
Room 106, O'Brian Hall
Come hear the guru of consumer advocacy
speak about current events!

What:
When:
Where:
Lowdown:

"The Question of Palestine"
Tuesday April 16, 1991 at 5:00 p.m.
Room 101, Baldy Hall
Come hear the guru of consumer advocacy
speak about current events!

What:

Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity Elections

When:
Where:
Lowdown:

What:
When:
Where:

What:
When:
Where:
What:

When:
Where:
Lowdown:

Tuesday, April 16, at 5:00 p.m.
Room 108, O'Brian Hall
We have no one to run for Vice-Justice
or Treasurer. Other positions include
Justice, Clerk, and Marshalls.
Please
attend to be nominated and then run for
the election.
Due date for Graduate Assistant Appli
cations
Friday, April 19, 1991
Turn in applications to Charmagne Alabi,
Room 312 O'Brian Hall.
Final date to turn in SBA vouchers
Monday, April 22, 1991
Brian Carso's mailbox.
Due date for G~aduate Assistant to the
Graduate Group on Human Rights Law and
Policy
Wedne~day, April 24, 1991
Room 408, O'Brian Hall.
Applications are welcome from graduate
students in all disciplines.

What:
When:
Where:
Lowdown:

Budge Rollover Requests.
Monday April 22, 1991.
Submit to Brian Carso's mailbox.
You must explain why your group requires
a rollover into next semester.

What:
When:
Where:

Last SBA meeting of the year.
Wednesday, April 24, 1991.
First floor, O'Brian Hall.

What:
When:
Where:

Celebration of Native American Heritage.
April 24-April 27, 1991.
Buffalo State College, 1300 Elmwood
Avenue.
For more information, call 878-4631.

Lowdown:

What:

"Campus Safety for Women": A Public Hearin

When:
Where:
Lowdown:

Friday, April 26, 1991 at 10:00 a.m.
Room 280, Park Hall
A chance to assess the security of our
State's colleges, and to explore possibl(
approaches to make our campuses safer foi
women.

What:
When:
Where:
Lowdown:

International Fiesta 1991
May 3, 1991 at 12 noon.
Founders Plaza
The Year of International Friendship wiL
be celebrated with cultural displays,
ethnic foods, music, and cultural dances
from more than 25 countries.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

EARTH WEEK 1991 !!I!!
4/17-Earth Rally
4/21-Eco-Fests
4/ 17, 4/23, 4/24-Teach-ins
4/18, 4/25-Earth Saving
Workshops
More information to come! Sponsored
by the Environmental Studies Group, and
SA among others.
LAW REVUE TALENT COMPETITION!!!
Are you involved in a band?
Did you ever try stand-up comedy?
Can you play an instrument?
Can you impersonate a professor?
Can you play a Bach Fugue using only
your toes and a 4 ft. rubber band?
Do you have any talent whatsoever? •
ALL PERFORMANCES, SKITS, IMPERSONATIONS,
AND COMEDY ACTS ARE WELCOME!!! AS LONG AS
THEY DON'T INVOLVE OBSCENITY, MARGARINE, OR
ANY VIOLATIONS OF THE FACULTY STATEMENT
(NOT NECESSARILY IN THAT ORDER).

Sign up via Box # 197 by Friday. April 26. or con
tact Hank Nowak or any other SBA director.
(P.S. 3rd Years: This may be your last chance to
make a fool out of yourselves. Don't miss it!)

Federalist Continued from pa2e 3
the free exercise clause requires the
function of the Federalist Society is to
government to respect legitimate relifoster debate, not stifle it; that the U.B.
gious beliefs. John Harrison, Deputy
faculty as a whole makes many liberal
Assistant Attorney General of the Office
law school faculty members appear to
of Legal Counsel, took the formalist
beconservative(makingourexperience
approachinarguingthat"Congressshall
here unique); that many students at
make no law .. ., prohibiting the free
U.B. LawSchoolshareatleastonething
exercise of" (religion) means that there
in common with former Justice Brennan
shall be no legislation specifically aimed
and Justice Blackmun (i.e. morning exat restricting a particular religion.
ercises);thatthe U.B. Faculty Statement
Harrison claimed that to interpret othis nationally recognized (is that good or
erwise would prevent numerous laws
bad?); and that it was a relief to be able
from being enacted due to an impact on
to express a conservative or libertarian
religion.
idea without the fear of adverse reaction
We returned to U.B. comforted - ~,..o~~n -~counterec,t in \J_.B.'s.i"chilly" at-
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